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We are going to look at
some portraits
that have been painted
by famous artists.

Looking
at
Portraits

Matisse and Derain
(1) ... (2) ... (3) ... (4)

poem

Ideas for drawing your own portraits (2 slides)
What is a portrait? (2 slides)

These self
portraits are
by the Dutch
artist Vincent
Van Gogh.

What do you think
Van Gogh used to do
these portraits of
himself?
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How to (5 slides)

Jean Dubuffet

Pablo Picasso (1881 – 1973)

Vincent Van Gogh
(1853 – 1890)

Amedeo Modigliani: Portrait of a Woman

Head of a Young Woman
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Self portrait Picasso as a young man
(about 1899-1900)

Self portrait Picasso as
an old man
June 1972

What do you notice
about this
artist’s work?

Jean Dubuffet
(1901 1985) was a
French painter.
“The Villager with
Close-Cropped Hair,"
is an oil painting that
he painted in 1947.

This painting is called
*La Bouche en Croissant”
It is a very simple portrait.
He mixed sand with his paint
to make it different.
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Amedeo Modigliani
(1884-1920) was an Italian painter
and sculptor.
His work was often done in a simple
and graceful style.
Modigliani’s work was not
appreciated during his lifetime and
he died in poverty at the age of 35.
Modigliani's "Portrait of a Woman"
was painted in 1918.

Head of Man (Going Senile), by Paul Klee

Amedeo Modigliani

Bob
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Paul Klee (1879-1940) was a Swiss expressionist painter.
His work was colourful and child-like.
Klee's painting, "Head of Man (Going Senile)," was painted in 1922.

Rosario Cabrera
(1901 - 1975)
was a Mexican painter
and teacher.
Her painting is called
"Niña con Manzana,"
(Girl with Apple).
R Rosario
o s a r i o Cabrera
C a b r e r a : " N iñ a c o n M a n z a n a "
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Henri Matisse
a self portrait

Some artists such as
Henri Matisse and Andre Derain
used bright, unrealistic colours
to express emotions.

(1869 – 1954)

Portrait of
Andre Derain
by Henri Matisse.

(1880 – 1954)

What do you think we mean by
“unrealistic colours”?

Madame Matisse
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You can be a portrait artist
by drawing a likeness of yourself
or someone you know.

Andre Derain (1880 – 1954)

Here are some ideas for colouring
or shading your own portraits.

back

Who’s that in front of the mirror
Who’s that in front of the glass?
A rather familiar fellow;
I’m sure that he’s one of our class.
His eyes are both under his forehead,
He’s wearing two ears and a nose,
With a mouth that’s for putting his food in
And for speaking as well. I suppose.
Who’s that in front of the mirror?
I feel that I’ve seen him before.
His hair is a little unruly –
He carries a bone in his jaw.
His teeth are like those of a tiger
That’s gentle and tender and tameI’m sure that I’ve known him for ages –
By Jean Kenward
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But cannot remember his name!

Different ideas!
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What is a portrait?

Here is a photograph of a little
girl called Amber.
The photograph was
taken with a camera.

A portrait is a drawing, painting, photograph, or
sculpture of a person.
Portraits are made so that we can remember
what a person looked like or to help us to know
something about their personality.
Hundreds of years ago, artists were asked to
paint the portraits of rich and important people
like kings and queens.
When cameras were invented, painting portraits became less
important as a way of remembering what someone was like
and artists were able to experiment with new styles of
painting, like some of those portraits you saw on the last two
slides.

Portrait of
Greta Moll
by Henri Matisse.
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This is a charcoal drawing of
Amber. It was drawn in 2004 so it
is a modern portrait by an artist
called Michael Lewandowski.
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Message in a portrait interactive

Carmine’s Introduction to Portraits – Click Here
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Where are your eyes? Find the top of
your head and the bottom of your
chin. Your eyes are in the middle!

2. The eyes are just above the middle of the
head and the space between the eyes and on
each side is equal to the width of one eye.
3. The top of the nose is even with the top of the
eyes while the bottom of the nose is the same
width as the space between the eyes.
4. The ears fit between the top of the eyes and
the bottom of the nose.
5. The mouth is almost as wide as the distance
between the pupils of the eyes.
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What about your nose? Draw 2 lines down
from the inside corner of each eye.

Remember, heads are shaped like eggs not
circles!

Hundreds of years ago, artists invented a way of
drawing that would help them to draw faces. They
discovered ……
1. The head is a bit like an egg shape.

Of course not all
faces are as
perfect as this.
The best way to
learn to draw is
to look carefully
at someone’s face
and have a go!

The corners of your mouth line up with the
middle of your eyes.
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Now draw your mouth!

How big are your eyes? Do you know that 5 eyes
would fit across your face? Make 5 equal spaces
to help you work out where your eyes fit.
Draw 5 eyes that are all the same size to help
you get them in the right place then rub out
the ones you don’t need!

Now draw your nose in the box!

Don’t draw your neck too thin. Your head is
heavy so necks need to be strong!
If you have room draw your shoulders and
don’t forget your hair!
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Identikit Link

Shoulders = 3 heads
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Where is your mouth? Your mouth is half
way between the bottom of your nose
and your chin.
Draw a little line where it should go.

Adapted from Carmine’s Introduction to Portraits – Click Here

What about your ears?
Ears are quite big. They usually stretch
from your eyes to just below your nose.
Draw your ears.
Eyebrows tell you a lot about what mood people are in.
They come in all shapes and sizes and stretch over the
top of the whole eye. They are wider in the middle of your
face and get thinner.

How long is your nose? The bottom of your
nose comes half way between your eyes and
your chin. Draw a line across the bottom to
make a ‘nose box’.
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