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When workmen 
arrive on the Isle 
of Struay to build 
a grand new pier, 
not everyone looks 
forward to the 
changes it will 
bring to island life.

We read the story of Katie Morag and 
the New Pier by Mairi Hedderwick.
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Map of where Katie Lives

How will the new pier affect the islanders?
What changes will come about because of 
the new pier?

Katie Morag lives on an island and a new 

pier is being built.

Some people 
think it’s a very 
good idea. 
Others don’t.

For months workmen 
had been building a 
new pier on the 
island of Struay.

They were a cheery lot and lived in huts 
by the shore. 

They only complained when the weather 
got too bad for them to get on with 
their work.

They felt homesick for their families 
and friends on the mainland.

So did the islanders.

They looked forward to the day the new pier 
would be finished. 

Katie Morag was 
especially excited 
about the new pier.

“The boat will be able 
to come to Struay 
THREE times a week 
instead of one” said 
her father, Mr McColl, 
the shopkeeper.

Remember that until the new pier was 
built, only one ferry a week stopped at 
Struay – weather permitting.

Even with the 
new pier, the 
ferry would 
visit only 
three times
a week. 
How would 
this affect 
everyone?



Mrs McColl, the 
postmistress, was 
delighted. She would 
have lots more mail 
deliveries to do.

“Grandma Mainland will 
be able to come more 
often” said Neilly Beag.

“and she will be 
able to get away 
quicker” said 
Granny Island,

Who was not 
very sure about 
the new pier but 
saw that it had 
some 
advantages.

Not all of them are happy about the new 
pier being built. Do you know why?

Here are some 
of the islanders. 

Have we 
forgotten any?

The boat will be 

able to come to 

Struay THREE 

times a week  

instead of one. 

No more jaunts out in the ferry boat. 

I’ll have lots 

more mail  

deliveries to do. 

I’ll be made  

redundant.  

What will I do 

for a living? 

Grandma 

Mainland will be 

able to come 

more often. It will get too 

busy. The old ways will 

be forgotten. 

I’ll be able to sell 

more paintings. 

What are the arguments for and against the pier?

I’ll be able to 

send my eggs, 

cheese and meat 

to the mainland 

three times a 

week . 

I’ll be able to 

open a Craft 

Shop 

I’m really excited! 

I’ll be glad when 

it’s finished and I 

can go home to 

my family. 

What are the arguments for and against the pier?

It’s time the old 

ways changed. 

When the new 
pier was built on 
Struay,the 
McColls decided 
to build and open 
a Bistro next door 
to their shop. 
Why did they 
make that 
decision?
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