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"Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible."

MD 2008 Saint Francis of Assisi is 
honoured by the Catholic Catholic Catholic Catholic 
ChurchChurchChurchChurch as the patron saint of 
animals and ecology. Ecology is 
all about the environment.

He believed that humans 
and animals should praise and 
obey God and that it was 
their duty to protect nature and the environment 
that God created. What would Saint Francis do or 
say if he lived today? What would he say about all 
the environmental problems we have today?
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When Francis was born in a 
town called Assisi, he wasn’t 
born a saint. It wasn’t until after 
Francis died that Pope Gregory 
IX made him a saint in honour 
of all the good things he had 
done during his lifetime. 

Francis’ parents were rich and 
when he was a young man he 
loved parties and having adventures. 
He didn’t have much time when he was young for 
thinking about God.

A modern sculpture of 
Saint Francis as a child 

dressed as a 
Franciscan friar..
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One day while he was out with his friends, 
Francis came upon a beggar. When he saw the 
man begging he felt sorry for him and gave him 
all that he had in his pockets.

His friends mocked him for 
being so soft hearted but the 
sight of the beggar made him 
think about those who lived a 
much poorer life than he did. 
He began to give more and 
more money to the poor.
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Some time after this, Francis became very ill. 
Everyone thought he would die but God saved him 
because there was a very 
important job that God wanted 
him to do.

When Francis recovered 
he knew what that 
important job was and he 
was determined that he 
would do it.
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Francis knew that from then on he would spend his 
life telling people about God so he gave up his rich 
life to help others. 

Saint Francis became very  
poor, just like those he set 
out to help. He relied on the 
generosity of other people 
who gave him food and 
somewhere to sleep at night.
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Saint Francis loved 
nature but especially 
all living creatures. 

As he went on his 
travels telling people 
about Jesus he 
would bless the birds 
and animals that he 
saw along the way.
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On one of Saint Francis’ journeys he 
stopped near a village called Bevagna. 
The trees and the ground were 
covered with many, many different 
kinds of birds. 

Saint Francis 
greeted the birds 
with his usual 
blessing “May the 
Lord be with you.” 
Then he began 
talking to the birds.
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He said to the birds “You can fly 
anywhere you want to. You are so 
beautiful and have such beautiful 
voices. The Lord has given you so 
much. Praise God for His creation of 
all life and the beauty that is 
contained in every part of nature.”

He was amazed that the birds were 
listening attentively. Then 
he made the sign of the 
cross and left while the 
birds chirped joyfully.
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Saint Francis was 
born in Assisi in 
Italy and one 
very cold winter 
he passed 
through a little 
town called 
Gubbio.
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While he was there, 
Saint Francis realised 
that the little town was 
being terrorised by a 
huge wolf that was so 
hungry it had been 
eating all the animals.

The wolf even took small 
children from their families. 
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Saint Francis decided 
to walk into the forest 
to find the wolf. 

The people pleaded 
with him not to go. 
They were sure the 
wolf would kill and 
eat him too.Sa
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Before long, with fierce growls, 
the huge wolf sprang out at 
him. Saint Francis made the sign 
of the cross and spoke quietly to 
the wolf.

The wolf hesitated 
as Saint Francis 
began to speak.Sa
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Saint Francis spoke gently and 
stroked the wolf’s head.

“I know that you behave so 
badly because you’re cold and 
hungry,” he said, “I will look 
after you.”
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St. Francis explained to 
the wolf that he had 
been terrorising the 
people by killing not only 
animals, but humans.

“Brother Wolf,” said 
Francis, “I want to make 
peace between you and 
the people of Gubbio. 
They will harm you no 
more and you must no 
longer harm them.”
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Saint Francis explained to the wolf that he would 
ask the people of the town to put out food each 
day but, in return, the wolf must never hurt any 
animal or human being again. The wolf sat up 
and Saint Francis looked him in the eye. “Brother 
wolf, do you give me your word? Can I trust your 
promise?” asked Saint Francis.

The wolf lifted its paw and Saint 
Francis took it in his hand. Then 
they set off for Gubbio. As the 
wolf trotted along, Saint Francis 
spoke quietly to him.
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When they arrived in 
the town the town 
square was deserted. 
All the doors had been 
locked and the 
windows were barred 
in fear of the wolf.
Saint Francis called out 
to the people to explain 
what had happened 
and to tell them that it 
was safe to come out.
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That night there was great rejoicing in the town of 
Gubbio. Tables of food were set out and everyone 
gave thanks to Saint 
Francis for taming the wolf.

The party went on well 
into the night. As for the 
wolf, he fell asleep under 
the tables after his meal. 
He never harmed anyone 
ever again because from 
that day on he was well 
fed by the people.
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Saint Francis was a 
Roman Catholic. He is 
known as the patron saint 
of animals, 
birds and the 
environment. 
There are many 
pictures of 
Saint Francis 
in Catholic Churches. 

These pictures are made from pieces of coloured 
glass. The glass makes stained glass windowsstained glass windowsstained glass windowsstained glass windows.
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Here 
are 
some  
more 
stained 
glass 

windows.
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This painting of Saint 
Francis was painted more 
than 340 years ago in 
1666. 

It was painted many years 
afterafterafterafter Saint Francis died 
and it shows what the 
artist thought he looked 
like.Sa
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The painting on the 
right is by a different 
artist. It is a modern 
painting that was 
painted only a few 
years ago.
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This painting of Saint Francis is 
thought to have been painted 
when he was still alive. 
It was painted on the walls of 
the Lower Basilica in Assisi.

The Basilica of Saint 
Frances of Assisi 

in Italy

Inside the Lower 
Basilica where 
the painting was 

found.
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Did you notice the clothes that Saint Francis is 
wearing in all the pictures you’ve seen?

In the pictures Saint Francis is 
wearing a coarse woollen tunic tied 
around his waist with a knotted rope. 
The tunic is 
called a 
habithabithabithabit.

Habits like this were worn by the friars who were 
followers of Saint Francis. Franciscan friars still 
wear habits like this today.
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This large statue 
stands in a garden. 
It is a statue of 
Saint Francis. 
There are also 
statues of Saint 
Francis in many 
Catholic Churches.
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Even though he died almost 
800 years ago, his life is 
still celebrated with ‘The 
feast of Saint Francis’ on 
October 4th each year.
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just as 
Saint 
Francis 
blessed 
the 
animals 
and birds 
long, long 
ago.

In many Catholic countries and Catholic Churches,
people celebrate the feast of Saint Francis of Assisithe feast of Saint Francis of Assisithe feast of Saint Francis of Assisithe feast of Saint Francis of Assisi
on October 4th each year with a ceremony to bless 
their pets….
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Often a procession of animals, everything from 
dogs and cats to hamsters and even horses, is led 
to the churches for a special ceremony called the the the the 
Blessing of PetsBlessing of PetsBlessing of PetsBlessing of Pets. 

This custom is carried out 
in remembrance of Saint 
Francis of Assisi’s love for 
all creatures. At Franciscan 
churches, a friar wearing a 
brown robe and white cord 
often welcomes each animal 
with a special prayer. 
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The special prayer usually goes something like 
this…

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living 
creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds 
in the air and animals on the land. You inspired 
St. Francis to call all of them his brothers and 
sisters. We ask you to bless this pet. By the 
power of your love, enable it to live according to 
your plan. May we always praise you for all 
your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord 
our God, in all your creatures! Amen.”

Sa
mp

le S
lid

e
In many towns you might find a veterinary 
surgery or a pet rescue centre, or a clinic called 
after Saint Francis. Why do you think they have 
the saint’s name?

St. Francis Veterinary Surgery
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Saint Francis of Assisi 
(1181-1226) dedicated 
his life to Jesus. He 
founded (started) the 
order of Franciscan friars 
outside Assisi in Italy and 
spent much of his life 
preaching Jesus’ message 
and doing good deeds to 
set an example to others.

The friars were his friends and they travelled around 
teaching people about Jesus and helping them.
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The friars were poor and dressed in simple tunics 
called habithabithabithabits. They relied on kindly people for food 
and shelter and for money to help others.

The word ‘friar’ means 
brother in the catholic 
church.
This picture shows two

Franciscan friars at a pet 
blessing ceremony. 
How do you know that 
this is a new photograph 
and not an old picture or painting?
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Francis died in 1226 at the age of 44 and 
after his death Pope Gregory IX made him 
a saint.

Saint Francis is best 
remembered for his 
love of nature. 
He believed that we 
all have a big 
responsibility for our 
environment and all 
the creatures in it. 
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My little sisters, the birds, much bounden are ye unto God, your
Creator, and always in every place ought ye to praise Him, for that 
He hath given you liberty to fly about everywhere, and hath also
given you double and triple rainment; moreover He preserved your
seed in the ark of Noah, that your race might not perish out of the 
world; still more are ye beholden to Him for the element of the air 
which He hath appointed for you; beyond all this, ye sow not, 
neither do you reap; and God feedeth you, and giveth you the 
streams and fountains for your drink; the mountains and valleys for 
your refuge and the high trees whereon to make your nests; and 
because ye know not how to spin or sow, God clotheth you, you 
and your children; wherefore your Creator loveth you much, seeing 
that He hath bestowed on you so many benefits; and therefore, my
little sisters, beware of the sin of ingratitude, and study always to 
give praises unto God.
Saint Francis of Assisi Saint Francis of Assisi Saint Francis of Assisi Saint Francis of Assisi –––– Sermon to the Birds Sermon to the Birds Sermon to the Birds Sermon to the Birds ---- c 1220 c 1220 c 1220 c 1220 
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Caring for Our World Caring for Our World Caring for Our World Caring for Our World 

•Why should we care for the natural world? 
•What motivates faith communities to care for the natural world? 
•What happens if we don’t care for our environment????

•St Francis of Assisi St Francis of Assisi St Francis of Assisi St Francis of Assisi (1181-1225) is often associated with caring for the environment and 
particularly for animals. Francis saw created things as objects of love that point to their Creator. 
Contemporary Christians have begun to rediscover their God-given mandate to care for the planet. 

•Key terms and concepts: Key terms and concepts: Key terms and concepts: Key terms and concepts: natural, managed and built environment, order, pattern, care, reverence, 
gratitude, responsibility 
•Contribution to spiritual and moral development: Contribution to spiritual and moral development: Contribution to spiritual and moral development: Contribution to spiritual and moral development: wonder, respect, care, sensitivity, self-control 
•Contribution to citizenship: Contribution to citizenship: Contribution to citizenship: Contribution to citizenship: discussion and simple debate, making choices, care for the 
environment, uses of money 

Make Me a Channel of Your peace – Prayer of St. Francis (intro music) Come 
and Praise, No. 147. 

Assembly Link 

www.ks1resources.co.uk


