The true MD 2008
story of ….

Mary Jones
and her Bible

The minister had read from the Bible and Mary
really wished that she could learn to read and
have a Bible of her own.
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There were no
Welsh Bibles in
Mary’s village
but she knew
there was a
Bible for sale 25 miles
away! Mary set off to
walk all the way to Bala
where the Bible was.
She even took off her
shoes and carried them
so they wouldn’t wear
out.
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Mr Charles told all his friends about Mary and
how determined she had been to own her own
Bible. Months later Mr Charles and his friends
started a special Bible Society and the people who
belonged to the society began to send Bibles to
anyone who wanted them.
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The Bibles were in any
language that anyone
asked for. Today the
Bible is printed in 400
different languages!
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There was once a young girl called Mary Jones. She
was born on December 16th 1784, more than 200
years ago in a little Welsh village called
Llanfihangely Pennant at the foot of the famous
Welsh Cedar Idris.

A neighbour, Mrs Evans, did have a Bible and
every Saturday afternoon Mary went to her
house to learn to read Mrs Evans’ Bible.
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Mrs Evans wasn’t poor like Mary and her
mother. She lived in a house full of beautiful
things – things Mary had never seen
before but Mary wasn’t bothered
about them, she was
only interested in learning
to read the stories in
the Bible.
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Mr Charles’ house was in
Bala, next door to the shop.
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When she finally arrived in
Bala after her long lonely
walk, Mr Charles told her he
had only one Bible left and he
had promised it to someone
else.
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Mary was very upset that her
long journey over the mountains
had been wasted.
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Mary’s father had been a weaver but he died when
Mary was four years old. Mary and her mother
were very poor and it was hard for them to buy all
the things they needed. Mary didn’t go to school
until she was ten because it was too far away and
Mary’s family couldn’t read so they had no books.
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Mary loved to
go to chapel and
remembered all the
stories she heard
from the Bible.

One day Mary was busy doing all her jobs. As she
was washing clothes in the river, she had an idea.
If she could earn some money by washing other
people’s clothes she would be able to buy her own
Bible.
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When Mrs Evans
heard what she
wanted to do, Mrs
Evens gave her some
chickens so that
Mary could sell their
eggs.
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Mary was so excited!
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Soon Mary was doing lots of different jobs to earn
money for her Bible.
She looked after people’s
children, weeded their
gardens and knitted socks
for them.
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There were
many people
in Wales
who wanted
a Bible but
Mary
had made
Mr Charles
realise how
difficult it was
for them to
own one.
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These are picture
that show us what
Mr Charles looked
like.
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The Bible that Mary bought from Mr Charles is now
in the library at Cambridge University.

He had told
everyone that
at last, a
school was
going to open
in the village.
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After six long years, Mary
finally had enough money
to buy her very own Bible.

But when Mr Charles heard
her story he made her take
his last Bible. He told her
that the other person could
wait a little longer.
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One day, long ago , Mary Jones and her mother
were walking home from the chapel. It was very
dark so they kept to the paths and talked about
what the minister had said at the meeting.
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Why doesn’t he
look the same in
both pictures?
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After he died, a monument
was built in Bala in memory of
Mr Charles. It shows him
giving away a Bible.
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Mary Jones lived until she
was 82 years old. This is a
drawing of her when she
was an elderly lady.
When she died she was
buried in the churchyard at
Bethlehem Chapel in
Brycrug.
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A prayer:
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Lord, we thank you for the memory of
Mary Jones and how she loved the Bible
so much. We give thanks for all those people
over the years who have brought the good news
about Jesus to us. Help us to love the stories,
and to read and understand what you have to
say to us so that we can love you more.
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Amen.
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This memorial was
built to remember
Mary. There is an
inscription on it that
says….
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IN MEMORY OF MARY JONES, WHO IN
THE YEAR 1800, AT THE AGE OF 16 WALKED
FROM HERE TO BALA, TO PROCURE FROM THE
REVD. THOMAS CHARLES, B.A.
A COPY OF THE WELSH BIBLE. THIS INCIDENT
WAS THE OCCASION OF THE FORMATION OF
THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.
ERECTED BY THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS OF MERIONETH

The story of Mary Jones and her Bible is a famous traditional story. Mary Jones did not write
down her own account, so over the years the story has been handed down from generation to
generation. To tell the story- use children with simple props to act out.
Mary Jones and her Bible - a brief outline:
•Mary Jones lived with her family in Wales.
•Her father, a weaver, worked hard to support his family.
•Mary Jones helped around the house- there was no school and she couldn't read.
•Sundays saw the Jones family walking two miles dressed in their best clothes to attend the village
chapel.
•Mary was fascinated with the Bible in the chapel that was read each Sunday.
•The minister announced one Sunday that a school was starting.
•Mr Evans the schoolteacher moved into the village and Mary attended the school eager to learn
how to read.
•After learning to read, Mary Jones was asked to read from the chapel Bible one Sunday morning.
From that moment she wanted her own copy to read at home!
•It took her six years to save enough money - six years of doing jobs for small amounts of money
for people in the village.
•At the age of fifteen she started the journey, she walked twenty-five miles in total, to Bala.
•At Bala she at last found Mr Charles, who thankfully, had one Welsh Bible left, which Mary Jones
was able to buy.
•Following Mary Jones' visit to him, Thomas Charles went to London and shared with others what
had happened. In 1804 the British and Foreign Bible Society was formed by some of the men who
Thomas Charles spoke with.

From this Link

The monument is in the town of Llanfihangel.
Another inscription says in English and Welsh……
To the remembrance of
Mary Jones, who in
1800 at the age of 16,
walked from here to
Bala, in order to buy a
Bible from Mr Charles in
the Welsh language.
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Link to KS2 Assembly IDEA

Bala
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Yes, at last I have a Bible,
Homeward now I needs must go;
Every soul in Llanfihangel
I will teach its truths to know;
In its dear treasured pages
Love of God for man I see;
What a joy in my own Bible
To read of His great love for me
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