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The
Story of
Pesach

Family life is very important to
Jewish people. All Jewish festivals
are celebrated at home as well as at
the synagogue.
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Festivals give Jewish
people ways to
celebrate being
together and to
thank God for the
good things in life.

The ruler of Egypt,
the pharaoh,
pharaoh made
them his slaves. That
means that he made
them work for him.

But the pharaoh was afraid. He was afraid that if ever
his country was at war, the Hebrews (his slaves) would
join his enemies to fight against him. So that this couldn’t
happen, he ordered all the Hebrew baby boys to be
killed.

He was a rich and
very powerful man.
He treated his slaves
badly and they had to
do what he said all
the time or they were
punished.

One Hebrew mother had
hidden her baby but she
realised that he would soon
be found. She decided that
the only way to save him
was to make a cradle
for him from bulrushes and
float him on the river. She hoped that someone would
find him and look after him. The baby was Moses.
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The pharaoh’s daughter told Miriam to go to
fetch the woman.
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When the woman
arrived it was Moses’
mother!
Of course the
pharaoh’s daughter
didn’t know that so
she said, “Take this
baby and look after
him for me.”
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Moses grew up in
the pharaoh’s
palace. He didn’t
know that he was
a Hebrew but he
always felt closer to
the Hebrew people
than he did to the
Egyptians.
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He hated the way
the pharaoh’s men
treated the slaves.

Some festivals are more than
3,000 years old and they are
recorded in the Torah.
Torah

Pesach is a happy festival. It is also called
Passover and it celebrates the Jews’ escape from
Egypt long ago.

The Torah is the Jewish
holy book and it says
that a father must tell
his children the story of
Pesach on the eve of
the festival.

More than 3,000 years
ago, the Jewish people
were living in Egypt.
Egypt
At that time they were
called Hebrews or
‘children
children of
Israel’.
Israel’
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She told her daughter Miriam to hide near the
river so that she could see what happened.

One day, Moses saw a slave master beating a Hebrew
slave who had fallen on the ground. It made him so
angry that he beat and killed the slave master.
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Then Moses
was scared of
what he had
done. He was
so afraid and
ashamed that
he ran away.
Moses stayed
away for a
very long time but then he heard God telling him to go
back to his people and set them free.

Then terrible things began to happen to the
Egyptians. Things that didn’t happen to the
Hebrews.

There were ten plagues in all and the pharaoh
believed that every plague was sent as a
punishment.

In the last plague, the eldest boy in every
Egyptian family died. This time the pharaoh said
that the Hebrews could go.

The Egyptians
called it a
plague.
plague

When each plague
came the pharaoh
said he would
let the Hebrew
slaves go but
each time the
plague ended,
he changed his mind!
He needed his slaves to keep working for him.

The Hebrews left
in such a hurry
that there was
no time to
bake their bread
properly. When
they took it from
the oven it was flat, unleavened bread but they
took it anyway because it was all they had.
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They believed it
was a terrible
disaster that
was sent by the
Hebrew God.
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Then the pharaoh’s
daughter went down to
the river to wash herself
and found the baby
Moses.
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When Miriam saw what
was happening she
stepped out of her hiding
place and told the
pharaoh’s daughter she
knew of someone who
could help her look after
the baby.

Moses went back and every day he
became more and more upset at the
way the slaves were treated.
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He kept on begging the pharaoh to let the Hebrew slaves
go free but the pharaoh refused.

After that Moses
began to lead
the people out
of Egypt.
Finally they
reached the sea
but by then the
pharaoh had
changed his
mind again and
sent soldiers to
bring back his
slave workers.
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When Moses and his
people reached the sea,
the sea parted and made
a way through for them.
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But when the pharaoh’s
soldiers arrived, the sea came
in upon them and the soldiers
were all drowned!
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Without the soldiers to stop them, Moses led his
people out of Egypt to safety and freedom.

That story is the most important Jewish story.
It tells of the time when the Jewish people were
set free.
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On the first day of Pesach,
parents tell their children the
story so they will understand
how the slaves felt and so
that their children
will appreciate
their own
freedom.
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