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On our planet EarthEarthEarthEarth there are different habitatshabitatshabitatshabitats. 
Habitats are places where things live and grow. 
Can you think of some different types of 
habitats? 
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woodland
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Each type 
of habitat 
has its 
own 
plants 
and 
animals 
that live 
there.
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the desert

the sea

Sa
mp

le 
Sl
ide

Antarctica

snow and ice
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the jungle
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the rainforest
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What’s the 
difference between 
a jungle and a 
rainforest?
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Jungles and rainforests 
are not quite the same 
although jungles and 
rainforests are usually 
found side by side -
like next door 
neighbours! 
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A jungle has thick, 
dense, tangled 
vegetation (plants) 
at ground level. 

The jungle is found along 
the edges of cleared areas 
of forest or along rivers 
where sunshine reaches 
the ground and makes 
plants grow.Sa
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Rainforests have a 
thick canopy of 
trees, so thick that 
the forest floor is 
dark and very few 
plants grow there.
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What is a rainforest?What is a rainforest?What is a rainforest?What is a rainforest?
Here are some definitions.

•A forest filled with plants 
in a very warm part of 
the world with lots of 
rain.
•A very warm place with 
lots of plants and trees 
and lots of rain. 
•A dense evergreen forest 
in a tropical region with 
at least 3 metres of rain 
fall each year.Sa
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Where are rainforests 
found?
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The rainforest has four 
different levels or 
layers.

There are four layers in the rainforestThere are four layers in the rainforestThere are four layers in the rainforestThere are four layers in the rainforest

There are four layers in the rainforestThere are four layers in the rainforestThere are four layers in the rainforestThere are four layers in the rainforest

Forest floor, Forest floor, Forest floor, Forest floor, understoryunderstoryunderstoryunderstory, , , , 

canopy, emergent,canopy, emergent,canopy, emergent,canopy, emergent,

There are four layers in the rainforestThere are four layers in the rainforestThere are four layers in the rainforestThere are four layers in the rainforest

forest floorforest floorforest floorforest floor

understoryunderstoryunderstoryunderstory

canopycanopycanopycanopy

emergentemergentemergentemergent

Esc to stop music
Sa
mp

le 
Sl
ide



The Amazon rainforestAmazon rainforestAmazon rainforestAmazon rainforest gets 
its name from the Amazon Amazon Amazon Amazon 

riverriverriverriver. It is the largest
rainforest in the world

and covers more than
half of BrazilBrazilBrazilBrazil. It is also

known as AmazoniaAmazoniaAmazoniaAmazonia.
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Rainforests are the home to many, many different 
plants and animals that live in the different layers 
of the forest trees.

Some animals live at the 
top of the tallest trees. 
Others live right at the 
bottom on the forest floor 
or even beneath the 
ground. Some of the 
animals living there are 
very strange and very rare.Sa
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The emergent levelemergent levelemergent levelemergent level is at 
the very top of the 
rainforest. It gets the 
most sun and wind. 

Monkeys like this spider spider spider spider 
monkeymonkeymonkeymonkey swing through 
the trees moving from 
the emergent layer down 
into the canopy layer
eating fruits and leaves.

The Amazon rainforest has four levels or layers.

Sa
mp

le 
Sl
ide

Howler monkeysHowler monkeysHowler monkeysHowler monkeys also move between the top two 
layers of the rainforest. They feed on leaves which 
are very hard to digest. 
After a chilly night they 
need to warm themselves 
up in the sunlight that 
comes through the top 
layers.
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The canopycanopycanopycanopy has thick branches full of leaves and 
sunlight shines through. It’s where monkeys, apes, 
insects and spiders live. Most of the flowers and 
fruits are found here
and they attract insects, 
animals and birds.

The canopy is like living 
under a big green, leaky 
umbrella but it is a 
good place to shelter 
and find plenty of  
fruits and seeds to eat. A hyacinth macawhyacinth macawhyacinth macawhyacinth macaw from the 

Amazon Rainforest
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Harpy eaglesHarpy eaglesHarpy eaglesHarpy eagles live in the canopy of the Amazon 
rainforest. They hunt monkeys, kinkajous, sloths, 
snakes and other birds.

KinkajousKinkajousKinkajousKinkajous
live most 
of their 
lives in the 
canopy.Sa

mp
le 
Sl
ide

SlothsSlothsSlothsSloths spend most of their lives in 
the treetops and feed on leaves. 
They are very slow moving 
creatures and spend most of their 
time resting.
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The understoryunderstoryunderstoryunderstory is the next layer. There are leafy 
bushes and the tops of small trees. It’s dark and 
hot but it’s the home of insects, bats, frogs, 
butterflies and many other 
animals.

The Amazon 
rainforest 
vampire batvampire batvampire batvampire bat.

A tree frogtree frogtree frogtree frogSa
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Finally at the very bottom there is the forest floorforest floorforest floorforest floor. 
It’s warm, dark and gloomy on the rainforest floor 
because the trees keep most of the light out. The 
air is still and everything drips with moisture.
Not much grows here and when the rain is very
heavy it can flood.

The forest floor is 
covered in dead leaves 
and is a perfect home 
for insects and the 
animals that eat them.Sa
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Insects like millipedes, scorpions, 
ants and earthworms use the leaf 
litter as food while larger animals 
search out roots and tubers.

leaf cutter antsleaf cutter antsleaf cutter antsleaf cutter antsSa
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There are layers in the rainforest, yes indeed, 
There are layers in the rainforest, yes indeed, 
Emergent, canopy and understory and the forest floor,
There are layers in the rainforest, yes indeed, 

The emergent’s home to birds and butterflies, 
The emergent’s home to birds and butterflies, 
The trees are so high that they almost touch the sky. 
The emergent’s home to birds and butterflies, 

The canopy is like a big umbrella, 
The canopy is like a big umbrella, 
Monkeys, sloths orangutans, eat all the fruit they can
The canopy is like a big umbrella,Sa
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There are layers in the rainforest, yes indeed, 
There are layers in the rainforest, yes indeed, 
Emergent, canopy and understory and the forest floor,
There are layers in the rainforest, yes indeed, 

The understory is home to many snakes, 
The understory is home to many snakes, 
They eat cats and bats and rats, and they like the gnats for snacks
The understory’s home to many snakes, 

The forest floor is dim, dark and wet, 
The forest floor is dim, dark and wet, 
Oh, the ants go marching by, as they watch the birds up high. 

The forest floor is dim, dark and wet,Sa
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Today almost one quarter of the Amazon rainforest 
has been destroyed and has gone for ever.

The land has been 
cleared to make room 
for cattle ranches, 
logging and growing 
crops such as palm 
trees to make palm oil. 
Trees are 
also cut down 
so they can be 
turned into 
paper.
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the orange 
area is where 
all the trees 
have been 
cut down. 
The trees will 
never grow 
again and everything that lived there has gone.

Scientists are worried that if people keep on 
destroying the rainforests as they are doing now 
there will be no rainforests left in 40 years time!
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