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Giraffes live in Africa, in grassy places where there 
are trees and bushes.
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Giraffes have patterns 
on their short fur. 
No two giraffes have 
exactly the same 
pattern.

Sa
mp

le 
Sl
id
e

A giraffe has a long neck so 
that it can reach high up into 
the trees to get 
leaves, flowers 
and shoots.
A male giraffe can 
be as tall as six 
metres.

Their tongues are very long so they can wrap it 
round leaves and pick the leaves from the 
branches. Giraffes spend up to 20 hours a day 
eating and sometimes eat late into the night.
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Giraffes pluck a 
branch with their 
long tongues and 
strip off the leaves 
with their lower 
teeth. They don’t 
mind prickly branches!
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After swallowing their 
food, giraffes spend a 
long time bringing it 
up and chewing it like 
cows do.Sa
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it has to spread its front legs out 
sideways or bend its long legs to 
reach the water and drink. 

They have to be very 
careful to watch for 
predators while they 
are drinking.Sa
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long time without 
water because there 
is a lot of liquid in 
the food they eat.
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Giraffes usually 
walk slowly 
and keep 
stopping to 
feed but if they 
sense danger 
they can gallop 
away over 
short distances 
at up to 56 
kilometres an 
hour – faster 
than a lion.

Sa
mp

le 
Sl
id
e

Giraffes usually rest standing up. They sometimes 
lie down to sleep but it’s awkward for them to get 
up again and they only ever sleep for short 
periods.

Giraffes can see, hear and 
smell very well. They use 
these senses to watch for 
danger.

Their hooves are strong and heavy and they will 
kick any lion that comes too close.Sa
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A baby giraffe is called 
a calf. It is born a little 
way away from the herd.
It is very wobbly at first 
but only an hour after it is 
born it can stand on its wobbly legs.

The calf drinks rich, creamy milk
from its mother.
Mothers and calves spend most
of their time together. Mothers
will also look after other calves 

while their own mothers look for food.Sa
mp

le 
Sl
id
e

Giraffe calves are in danger from animals such as 
lions and hyenas so the mother tries to keep her 
calf well hidden in the long grass.
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Young giraffes play together. They run around and 
play fight. Their mothers show them where to find 
food and how to eat it so that they can learn how 
to look after themselves.
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their mothers when 
they are about three 
years old.
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