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Elephants live in Africa and Asia. Most elephants 
now live in national parks and nature reserves 
where they are protected from poachers. Sa
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African and Asian (Indian) elephants are different 

Asian elephants are 
smaller than African 
elephants and their ears 
are smaller too.

An African elephant’s ears 
are much bigger than the 
ears of the Asian 
elephant. S
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Elephant herds may wander great distances but 
they never move very far from water. 
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Elephants like to 
have baths every 
evening so they 
stay close to 
pools or streams.
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They like to 
squirt water 
from their 
trunks and 
after a bath 
or shower
they cover 
themselves
in mud to 
protect 
themselves 
from insects. 
Having a bath helps to cool them down. 
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Elephants eat grass, all 
kinds of trees, bushes, 
fruits, bark and reeds. 
They use their trunks to 
gather food and place it in 
their mouths. 
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Elephants usually live for about 70 years. They 
grow six sets of teeth during their long lives. They 
use them for grinding their food. When their last 
row of teeth grinds down they 
will usually die of hunger because 
they can no longer feed.
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Elephants don’t drink through their trunks. They 
use their trunk like a straw. They suck up water 
and then squirt it into their mouth. The baby in 
the 
picture 
just 
bent 
down to 
drink!
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Elephants use 
their tusks as 
tools. 

Tusks are very useful when 
elephants need to dig to find water, 
move branches and trees out of the 
way or strip bark from trees. 
Tusks are also used as weapons.

Both male and female African elephants have tusks 
but only male Asian elephants have tusks. 
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Elephants have huge appetites. 
When they are foraging for food 
out of sight of other elephants 
they talk to one another with low 
rumbling 
sounds. 

If an elephant senses danger 
it will alert the others by 
stopping the noise.Sa
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Elephants can run as fast as 40 miles an hour.Sa
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Female elephants are called cows and male 
elephants are called bulls.

The cows and their calves (babies) 
live together in large family groups
with an older, mature female as 
their leader.

Young bulls are driven from the family when they 
are old enough to leave the herd and adult bulls 
live alone.
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A baby elephant is called 
a calf. Within half an 
hour of being born the 
calf can stand and drink 
rich, creamy milk from its 
mother.

A baby elephant will suckle 
from its mother until it is 
about two years old. Then 
it will stay with her until 
her next calf is born.Sa
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Mothers and calves spend most of 
their time together. 

Before the young 
females in the herd 
are old enough to 
have their own 
babies they will 
look after and 
protect other calves 
in the herd.
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Elephants are very sensitive and 
caring. If a baby elephant grumbles, 
the whole family will go over to 
stroke it.

When a member 
of the herd dies 
elephants are 
upset and stay 
with the body 
for many hours.Sa
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