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Animals building homes
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You live in a home that someone else has built.

Your home gives you 
warmth, shelter and 
protection. It’s a place 
where you eat, sleep 
and live with your 
family.
Animals are very clever 
builders. They need 
homes just like us and 
they build homes of all 
shapes and sizes .
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Animals make their homes in every kind of place, 
hot or cold, wet or dry, high or low.

They use different parts of 
their bodies as tools to help 
them build their homes. 
Their sharp beaks, strong 
legs, teeth and claws can 
build, weave and dig.

Animal homes are made of all kinds of materials. 
They might use grass, leaves, twigs, mud, wood, 
shells, stones, fur or even fish bones.
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Your home is a safe place. Animals must always 
be on the look out for danger or they might end 
up as the next meal for a hungry hunter. 

The homes that they build must protect them.
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Some animals that 
don’t have a home 
for most of the year 
will build a home 
when they have 
babies. 

The dormouse always has a 
home but makes an extra one 
for its babies. It’s called a 
nursery nest!

Link (foundation stage)
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Harvest mice Harvest mice Harvest mice Harvest mice use 
their tiny paws 
and claws to help 
them build a nest.
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Their nests are round 
and are made from 
woven grass.

Most of the time they live in small, round nests 
that they build close to the ground or in buildings. 
When they are ready to have babies they build 
larger nests in stems high above the ground. These 
are called nursery nestsnursery nestsnursery nestsnursery nests.

Harvest mice build 
two kinds of nests.
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Then they weave 
strips of grass 
around the plant 
stalk to make their 
nest.

They balance on a 
stalk, holding on 
with their back legs 
and tail.
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Harvest mice live in 
hedgerows and in 
fields where there are 
tall plants such as 
wheat and oats.

They eat seeds, fruits, bulbs roots, moss and fungi 
but they also eat some insects especially in the 
summer. Harvest mice don’t hibernate in the 
winter, instead they build a winter nest of grass 
near the ground and sleep for long periods in their 
nests only waking up to find food.
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BadgersBadgersBadgersBadgers are sometimes 
called brocksbrocksbrocksbrocks. They are 
easy to recognise 
because of their black 
and white stripes.
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Badgers use their 
sharp claws and 
powerful front 
legs to dig tunnels 
underground.
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A badger’s underground home is called a settsettsettsett.
The entrance to the sett is often under the roots 
of a large tree. Badgers dig tunnels that slope 
downwards and end in large chamberschamberschamberschambers. Some 
chambers are used for storing food and others are 
used for living and sleeping in.
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Badgers live together in 
family groups. The males 
are called boars and the 
females are called sows.
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Badgers live in forests and grasslands. When it 
begins to get dark they come out of their setts to 
hunt for food. They eat earthworms, frogs, mice, 
small birds, eggs, lizards, insects, bulbs, seeds and 
berries.
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Baby 
badgers 
are called 
cubscubscubscubs.

Female badgers give birth to a 
litterlitterlitterlitter of between one and six 
cubs. They are born 
blind and have no fur.
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Grey squirrels live in a home called a dreydreydreydrey.... They 
build their dreys from sticks and moss and they 
are usually found close to the trunk of a tree. 
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Grey squirrels live in trees so they are found in 
wooded areas. They eat nuts, acorns, berries, 
fruits from trees, plant shoots and buds.
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Squirrels also make their 
homes in holes in trees or in 
large nesting boxes. 

Sometimes they even build their
dreys in the lofts of houses!
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Female grey 
squirrels have 
babies twice a 
year. 

Their babies are 
called kittenskittenskittenskittens and 
they are born in
dreys high up in the 
trees.
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Moles have tiny eyes 
and very poor eyesight.
They spend most of 
their time underground 
so they don’t need to 
see like we do.
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Usually we only know that moles are there because 
we can see mole hills in the grass.

How do moles make mole 
hills?
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A mole’s home is a 
hollowed out nest 
underground that is lined 
with leaves and grass. 
From the nest, the mole 
digs many tunnels.
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Moles use their sharp claws and strong front legs 
to loosen the earth. Then they turn themselves 
round in the tunnel and push the loose earth up 
and out on the surface. This makes a mole hill 
above the ground.
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Moles eat lots of worms every day but they also 
eat slugs and insect larvaeinsect larvaeinsect larvaeinsect larvae.
The female mole 
builds a nest in a 
chamber lined with 
dead leaves and 
grass. She has one 
litter a year with 
Three or four babies.

When the babies are born they are tiny and have 
no hair.
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