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Birds

Bees

Wasps

Wood ants

Most birds make nests.

Ospreys are big birds 
of prey and they 
build very large nests 
high up in tall trees.
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Ospreys often build nests with 
sticks and branches at the top 
of dead trees.

Smaller birds like wrens or 
sparrows often build their homes 
in the side of the osprey’s nest.

Although the osprey is a bird of prey it only 
eats fish, so all the birds can live happily 
together.
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This is an old osprey 
nest.

Great Horned 
Owls are using 
the old nest. 
They don’t build 
their own nests, 
they use the 
nests that other 
birds have 
abandoned.
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These swallows built 
their nest in the porch 
of a house!

While a robin 
built a nest on 
a window 
ledge.
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This swan has built a floating nest.
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Gannets are sea birds. 
They spend their time 
out at sea. When it’s 
time to lay their eggs 
they make nests on 
the steep cliffs.
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Puffins are sea birds. They spend most of their life 
out at sea and only come in to land when it’s 
time to nest. Puffins often nest under boulders or 
in cracks in the cliffs where predators can’t easily

reach them.
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Puffins also nest in holes in the ground. They 
might use old rabbit burrows but usually puffins 
will dig their own burrows using their bill as a 
pickaxe and their sharp claws to dig.

At the end of the tunnel they 
they dig out a large chamber 
where they lay one egg. 
Both parents take care 
of the egg until the 
chick hatches.

They throw the soil backwards 
as they burrow down.
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Some insects live in nests. The honey bee and 
the bumble bee are very social insects. They 
build hives or nests so that they can live 
together.

Bees usually build 
their nest in the 
ground, in trees or 
even in buildings.
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Honey bees live in 
gardens, orchards, 
woodlands and 
meadows where 
there are lots of 
flowers. 

They feed on 
pollen and nectar 
from the flowers 
and turn it into 
honey.
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Honey bees live in a large group called a colony. 
There can be thousands of bees in each colony 
and each bee has a job to do.

There are different 
bees for different jobs. 
Every colony has one 
queen and she is the 
largest bee. 

In the picture the Queen bee 
has been marked with yellow 
paint. 
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The worker bees are the 
females and they are the 
smallest. They do all of the 
work in the hive.

There are also male drones. 
They are the lazy ones in 
the hive. 

The rest of the brood is made up of eggs, larvae 
and pupae.
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Honey bees build a honeycomb nest from wax 
that comes from glands on the underside of the 
worker bees’ abdomens. Their nest is called a hive 
and it’s where they live.

The worker bees 
guard the entrance 
to the nest to stop 
any intruders getting 
inside.
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Inside a bee 
hive there are 
lots of cellscellscellscells
made from 
wax.
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The eggs of bees are laid by 
the Queen bee. She lays one 
egg in each cellcellcellcell of the nest. 

The eggs hatch into 
tiny larvaelarvaelarvaelarvae which 
grow quickly.
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Eggs and larvae inside the honey comb.
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Five days after hatching the cell is covered by the 
adult worker bees who were looking after it. 

Inside the sealed cell the larvae 
change into pupae and around 
three weeks later they will 
have changed into adult bees.

The new bees chew through the seal and emerge 
from the cell.
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Bumble 
bees are 
bigger and 
gentler 
than honey 
bees. They 
are quite 
furry and 
have wider 
stripes.Sa
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A bumble bee nest is like a bird’s nest 
and usually it will have less than 
100 bees 
living there. 

Bumble bees like to 
make their nests in 
compost heaps, 
under garden sheds, 
in mouse holes or 
holes in trees and in 
clumps of grass.
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Wasps live in groups and 
make their nests from 
chewed wood (papier 
mache). This wasp is busy 
collecting wood for its nest.

The nest is started in early 
spring and the worker 
wasps keep on adding more 
and more chewed wood 
until by the end of the year 
it can be as big as a 
football.
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A wasp’s nest looks like a grey paper ball. 
It often hangs from a branch or a beam of wood 
in a building or is found in a 
hole in the ground.
Wasps don’t make their own 
burrows in the ground, they 
choose ones that are already 
there and then build a nest.

They use abandoned animal 
burrows, a garden shed, the loft 
of a house or anywhere they 
can get inside!
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This wasp nest was built in a shed.
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Wasps on their nest.
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Wood ants live in 
woods and forests.
They build large nests 
of twigs, leaves and 
pine needles.

They are large ants 
and live together in 
a colony.Sa
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The ants feed on greenfly 
(aphids) flies, caterpillars 
and honeydew that is made 
by the aphids.
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This is a 
wood ant’s 
mound. 
If you look 
very 
carefully 
you can 
see tiny 
holes. 

The holes are the entrance holes to the nest that 
is made by the worker ants.
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The ants live in chambers inside the mound and 
in the soil underneath.

Inside the nest there is a 
very large family of ants. 
There are three kinds of ant. 

The worker ants are all 
females and it is their job to 
collect food, to build, repair 
and clean the nest and to 
defend the nest against 
predators.
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In the nest, the queen ants lay the eggs all through 
the summer. The worker ants look after eggs.

If the mound is 
disturbed and 
opened up, the 
worker ants will 
rush about 
collecting all the 
cocoons and 
carry them back 
to the safety of 
the nest.
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