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MD 2008 Lots of farms have a cockerelcockerelcockerelcockerel. A cockerel is a male 
chicken. He wakes up when the sun comes up in 
the morning and wakes everyone else up with a 
sound like “cock-a-doodle-doo”.

We call the loud 
sound they make 
‘crowingcrowingcrowingcrowing’. They 
crowcrowcrowcrow to mark their 
territoryterritoryterritoryterritory so that 
other cockerels 
know to keep 
away.
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cockerel’s head is 
called a comb.

comb
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Cockerels look after all the female hens and chicks 
on the farm.
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A group of hens is called a flockflockflockflock.

These hens and their 
cockerel can roam 
around the farm.
Other farmers keep 
their hens in cages…

or in big chicken sheds like 
this one.
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Do you know why farmers keep chickens?Do you know why farmers keep chickens?Do you know why farmers keep chickens?Do you know why farmers keep chickens?

hen

chicks

eggs

Did you guess that it has something to do with eggs?Did you guess that it has something to do with eggs?Did you guess that it has something to do with eggs?Did you guess that it has something to do with eggs?Sa
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Eggs come from birds 
– all birds lay eggs. 

The eggs you see in 
the shops and 
supermarkets come 
from hens. 

The hens lay eggs 
and the farmer 
collects them and 
sends them off to be 
sold to us.
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Every day the farmer 
checks to see how 
many eggs the hens 
have laid. The eggs 
are collected and 
taken away to be 
sold. 

When the hen’s eggs are taken away she lays 
more eggs to replace them. That’s why we have 
eggs all year round and not just in the spring 
when wild birds lay their eggs.
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Some chickens are free to 
wander around the farmyard 
pecking and scratching about 
to find insects, worms, leaves 
and roots to eat. These are 
called freefreefreefree----rangerangerangerange chickens.

Farmers who let their 
chickens roam free give 
them a hen house (a 
chicken coop) where they 
can shelter and where they 
can lay their eggs.
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There is always a little 
doorway so they can come 
and go whenever they 
want to.
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A hen house is a place where 
the hens are safe from foxes 
and where they can sleep at 
night. 

The hens lay their 
eggs in the nest boxes nest boxes nest boxes nest boxes 
inside the hen house.
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Some of the eggs will stay with the hen and her 
cockerel and the hen will sit on them to keep them 
warm until they hatch into baby chicks.

The hen will keep on 
turning her eggs over 
and over until they 
hatch.
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Farmers also put eggs 
into incubators. An 
incubator is like a large 
heated box with shelves 
that keep on tipping 
from side to side and up 
and down so that the 
eggs are kept moving –
just like a hen 
would keep
moving them.Sa
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In an egg with a 
chick inside, the 
chick feeds on the
yolk and the
white until it’s big

and strong enough to
make a hole in the
shell. The mother hen 
hears it tapping and
calls to her chick.
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At first the chick is wet 
and very wobbly. It is 
tired and needs to be 
kept warm so that its 
feathers can dry out.

When its feathers are 
dry it looks fluffy and 
yellow and it’s soon 
walking about looking 
for food.
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