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Here is a mystery object 
that was used on the farm 
a long time ago. 

It has a long wooden handle and a sharp metal 
blade. If you stood next to it the handle would 
be taller than you!
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This is a very old 
photograph of a farm 
worker with his 
scythe.

What do you think it What do you think it What do you think it What do you think it 
might be used for?might be used for?might be used for?might be used for?

The mystery object is 
called a scythescythescythescythe.
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Here is an old scythe being demonstrated at a 
museum. Can you guess what the man is doing?Can you guess what the man is doing?Can you guess what the man is doing?Can you guess what the man is doing?
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This picture is more than 
100 years old. The man 
is swinging the scythe to 
cut the grass. 

In those days all the work on the farm was done 
by hand and cutting grass was a long, hard job. 
It took a very long time to do the job so lots of 
farm workers worked in the field together.
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It was also dangerous and there were a lot of 
accidents. Can you guess why?Can you guess why?Can you guess why?Can you guess why?

The scythe had a long 
wooden handle and a very 
sharp metal blade. The 
workers had to be very 
careful not to cut themselves 
or each other as they swung 
it about!
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The farm 
workers had 
to keep the 
blades sharp 
or they 
wouldn’t be 
able to cut 
the grass.

How do you think they might have sharpened How do you think they might have sharpened How do you think they might have sharpened How do you think they might have sharpened 
the blade?the blade?the blade?the blade?Sa
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When the blade was starting to go blunt the worker 
rubbed the hone along the edge of the blade to 
sharpen it.

This is called a honehonehonehone.  
It has a wooden 

handle at 
one end.

The other end 
is made of 
very rough 
metal.
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August was harvestharvestharvestharvest time and everyone helped 
out on the farm - even the children.

The long grass in the fields
had to be cut and, in the 
days when the farmer 
didn’t have a machine 
to cut it, the grass had
to be cut by hand 
using a scythe. 

Do you know why the farm workers cut the grass?Do you know why the farm workers cut the grass?Do you know why the farm workers cut the grass?Do you know why the farm workers cut the grass?
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When the grass had been cut it was left to dry 
out in the sun. Once it was dried it became hay 
and hay was important because it was used to 
feed the animals through the winter when there 
was no fresh grass.

The dried grass stalks 
were tied together into

bundles called
sheavessheavessheavessheaves.
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This old painting shows us that it was thirsty work!
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Then the sheaves were loaded onto a wagon, 
taken to the farmyard and made into a haystack 
or stored in the barn.
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Here’s a photograph of a haystack at Beamish Museum.
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Now, farmers don’t have to use scythes to cut their 
grass or use carts to pull the loads of hay. 
What do they use instead? What do they use instead? What do they use instead? What do they use instead? 
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The farmers start mowing their 
grass at the end of June. The 
weather has to be dry or the 
grass will spoil and not make 
very good hay. 
Can you see the special mowing machine Can you see the special mowing machine Can you see the special mowing machine Can you see the special mowing machine 
attached to the farmer’s tractor?attached to the farmer’s tractor?attached to the farmer’s tractor?attached to the farmer’s tractor?

After the grass has been cut 
it’s left to dry in the sun. 
The warm sunshine turns it 
into hay.Sa
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Once the grass is dry enough, 
a balerbalerbalerbaler turns the hay into small 
blocks and ties strong twines 
around it. The blocks are called 
balesbalesbalesbales.

Can you see the red piece of Can you see the red piece of Can you see the red piece of Can you see the red piece of 
equipment on the tractor?equipment on the tractor?equipment on the tractor?equipment on the tractor?
It has spikes that collect the 
bales and drops them off 
together so they can be picked 
up later and loaded into a 
trailer. Sa
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The bales (shaped like cuboids) 
are loaded on to the trailer and 
taken to wherever the farmer 
wants to store his hay.

The farmer also 
has a baler that 
can make big 
bales of hay.

What shape are the big bales?What shape are the big bales?What shape are the big bales?What shape are the big bales?Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

Did you know that some people still use scythes Did you know that some people still use scythes Did you know that some people still use scythes Did you know that some people still use scythes 
and that some factories still make scythes and and that some factories still make scythes and and that some factories still make scythes and and that some factories still make scythes and 
blades? blades? blades? blades? 

Scythes are still useful for cutting small areas 
where the grass has grown veryveryveryvery tall and needs to 
be cleared, but scythes still take a very long time 
to do the job. Modern machinery is much quicker!
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Do you remember what Do you remember what Do you remember what Do you remember what 
it was that was pulling it was that was pulling it was that was pulling it was that was pulling 
the cart full of hay?the cart full of hay?the cart full of hay?the cart full of hay?
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Now tractors do 
a lot of jobs that 
used to be done 
by horses. 

tractor and baler They can pull 
much heavier 
loads and are 
much quicker.
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