The mystery object is
called a corn dolly.
dolly
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Mystery Objects
Can you guess what this
mystery object is made from?

Corn dollies
were made
at the end
of the harvest.
Long ago corn
was cut with a
scythe.
scythe The last
pieces of corn
were made into
a corn dolly.

Do you know what it’s called?
Corn Dolly

Corn dollies
were made
from the last
stalks of corn
that had been
cut from the
field at harvest
time.

The corn was
plaited and made
into an ornament
called a corn
dolly.
dolly

Can you guess why corn dollies were made?
Corn dollies were made to celebrate the end of
the harvest .

Corn dollies at Beamish Museum

There was another reason. What was it?
Long, long ago, people
believed that a corn spirit
lived in the cornfield
amongst the crop and
when the corn was cut the
spirit lost its home.
A corn dolly was plaited from the last sheaf of
corn to give the corn spirit a new home
for the winter. Giving the corn spirit a
new home meant there would be a
good harvest the following year.

Corn dollies come in all shapes
and sizes.
In some places a corn dolly
was hung up in a farmhouse,
hung over a door or hung in a
barn until the following year.

Sometimes a very large corn dolly was made and
carried on top of a pole or placed on top of the last
cart load of cut corn to celebrate the end of the
harvest.

In other towns and
villages, corn dollies were
put on display in churches
at the harvest festival
celebration.

Corn dolly making at Beamish Museum

www.ks1resources.co.uk

This shop has lots of corn dollies for sale!

Making corn dollies is a very old harvest custom.
custom
Sometimes the corn
was plaited and
twisted to make the
shape of a man or
woman.
Sometimes it was
even dressed in
clothes.

In later times corn dolly
hobby
making became a hobby.
People enjoyed making corn
dollies at the end of harvest
and hung them over doors
or in barns or in churches.

Corn dollies were also sold on market stalls like
the one in the picture.

