
Children in Victorian Times

MD 2008 This is a portrait of someone who 
lived a long time ago. 
Do you know who she was?

She was Queen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen Victoria. 
When this portrait was painted 
she was still a young queen.

People who were alive when Victoria was queen 
were known as the VictoriansVictoriansVictoriansVictorians. Most Victorian 
families had five or more children. Children from 
rich families ate well, wore good clothes, had 
toys to play with and were looked after by 
nanniesnanniesnanniesnannies.
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This is a picture of 
Queen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen Victoria, her 
husband Prince AlbertPrince AlbertPrince AlbertPrince Albert
and their children. 

The children didn’t go 
to school. 

When they were young they had a nannynannynannynanny to look 
after them and when they were old enough they 
had a governessgovernessgovernessgoverness to teach them. Sa
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Often young children only saw 
their parents before they were 
put to bed by their nanny. 

They had to be on their very 
best behaviour with their 
parents. 

Rich children spent their time at home in a special 
room called called a nurserynurserynurserynursery.

It wasn’t much fun being a Victorian child. 
Children were meant to be ‘seen not heardseen not heardseen not heardseen not heard.’ 
What do you think that meant?
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Boys from rich families had a tutortutortutortutor to 
teach them at home and then, when they 
were older, they were sent away to 
boarding schools. Often they were bullied 
by other boys at the school.

At boarding school 
boys wore school 
uniform and their 
teachers wore 
gownsgownsgownsgowns and hats 
that were called 
mortar boardsmortar boardsmortar boardsmortar boards. 
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Parents who were quite wealthy but not rich, sent 
their boys to the local grammar school. There the 
boys spent a lot of time learning Latin and Greek.

Boys needed good jobs 
when they left school. Sa
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Girls weren’t sent to boarding school like their 
brothers. Girls stayed at home and were taught by 
a governess. 

They were taught how to 
read and write and how to 
speak French and German.Sa
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It was different for rich boys and girls. They were 
treated very differently. The girls were expected to 
grow up and get married so they were taught all 
the things they would need to be a good wife – to 
play the piano, sew, paint, sing, 
stand properly and speak nicely.

When the girls grew up and 
married they didn’t go out to 
work or have to do any 
housework, instead they 
would have servants to look 
after them.
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This is a Victorian sampler 
made by a girl called Ellen 
Jones more than 150 years 
ago. 
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Have you ever wondered what it would be like if 
you had to stay at home all day and never had to 
go to school?

Have you thought that it 
might be very lonely 
without all your friends. 

There are lots of different 
things to do and learn at 
school. It would be very 
strange if there was no 
school at all. Sa
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When Victoria became queen many children 
nevernevernevernever went to school at all.

Parents had to pay for 
their children to go to 
school, but some families 
were too poor to pay.

Very poor children didn’t get chance to go to 
school. They were often left on their own at 
home while their parents went out to work and 
as soon as they were old enough they were sent 
out to work. 

Sa
mp
le
 S
lid
e

Even five and six year olds were sent out to work. 
If they didn’t work hard enough or fell asleep, 
they were beaten like the boy in the drawing.

Children worked in 
factories and in mines.
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Children worked Mondays 
to Saturdays from six in 
the morning until seven at 
night. They were very 
tired and had no time to 
play. 

They had the dirtiest and 
most boring jobs in the 
mills and factories.The 
little boy crawling out 
from underneath the 
machinery would have 
been picking up loose bits 
of cotton.Sa
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In those days, towns had plenty 
of sooty chimneys that had to be 
swept. 

Small boys were just the 
right size to squeeze inside 
chimneys. Some chimney 
sweeps would make the boys 
climb up inside the chimneys 
to knock the soot down. 

It was a very hard, 
dangerous and dirty life.Sa
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drawing isn’t very 
old but she had to 
stand on the street 
corner every day 
selling matches to 
people who passed 
by. She was a little 
match girlmatch girlmatch girlmatch girl.
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were rich or poor?

Do you think these children…
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Rich or poor?Sa
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How do you 
know?
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