
What were schools like then?

MD 2008
What do you think school would be like for a 
Victorian child?
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This is a plan of the Victorian school 
at Blists Hill 
Museum.

What does the plan tell you?What does the plan tell you?What does the plan tell you?What does the plan tell you?Sa
mp
le
 S
lid
e

Children 
used outside 
toilets. They 
didn’t have 
toilets inside 
like you do!

toilet block

There were usually separate entrances for boys 
and girls and often they had separate 
playgrounds that were divided by a high wall.
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A Victorian classroom. Is it like your classroom?Sa
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All Victorian 
classrooms had 
a picture of 
Queen Victoria 
on the wall!
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In those days teachers were very strict! 

The RulesThe RulesThe RulesThe Rules
•You must stand up when an adult You must stand up when an adult You must stand up when an adult You must stand up when an adult 
enters the room.enters the room.enters the room.enters the room.

•You must call your teacher Sir or You must call your teacher Sir or You must call your teacher Sir or You must call your teacher Sir or 

Ma’am at all times.Ma’am at all times.Ma’am at all times.Ma’am at all times.

•You are not allowed to put your You are not allowed to put your You are not allowed to put your You are not allowed to put your 

hand up unless the teacher says so.hand up unless the teacher says so.hand up unless the teacher says so.hand up unless the teacher says so.

•You must not ask questions.You must not ask questions.You must not ask questions.You must not ask questions.

•If the teacher asks you to answer a If the teacher asks you to answer a If the teacher asks you to answer a If the teacher asks you to answer a 

question you must stand up.question you must stand up.question you must stand up.question you must stand up.

•Talking and fidgeting in class will Talking and fidgeting in class will Talking and fidgeting in class will Talking and fidgeting in class will 

be punished.be punished.be punished.be punished.

•Always speak the truth.Always speak the truth.Always speak the truth.Always speak the truth.

•Those who are late will be caned.Those who are late will be caned.Those who are late will be caned.Those who are late will be caned.
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Many children weren’t used to going to school 
and didn’t like being there.

They didn’t like 
sitting in rows of 
desks and learning 
lessons from a 
strict and stern 
teacher. 

You should never be to kind 
to children in case they 

learn bad ways.
They should be seen and 

not heard.
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What happens if you are cheeky at school? 
You might get told off or told to miss your playtime.

An inch of strapAn inch of strapAn inch of strapAn inch of strap – what 
do you think that meant?

An inch of 
strap is worth 
a yard of talk!

It wasn’t like 
that in 
Victorian times!
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In Victorian schools, 
cheekiness and 
disobedience were 
punished by beating.

Children would be punished for bad behaviour but 
they would also be beaten for spelling mistakes, for

forgetting their times tables, for
not being able to say the letters 

of the alphabet or for making
ink blots on their books.Sa
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The teacher would have a desk at the front of the 
class. On the teacher’s desk there would be a 
short leather strap. In Scotland it was called the the the the 
tawsetawsetawsetawse. It was used for hitting children across the 
hand. If children were really bad the teacher used 
a thin, springy cane.

strap

cane

An inch of strap is An inch of strap is An inch of strap is An inch of strap is 
worth a yard of talk!worth a yard of talk!worth a yard of talk!worth a yard of talk!
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This is a page from 
a Victorian 
punishment book.punishment book.punishment book.punishment book.

Teachers kept 
records of how 
many times a pupil 
was hit for doing 
something wrong.

Can you see what 
the children were 
punished for?Sa
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In Victorian times the 
classroom was very 
different to classrooms 
today. 

Often all children from 5 
to10 years old would be 
taught in one room by 
one teacher. Sa
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This classroom was full of 
wooden tables and 
benches on metal frames 
which were fixed to the 
floor. It was very cramped 
and had smaller benches 
at the front for the 
younger children.
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The room would feel dark. 
The big, high windows let 
in lots of light but on dark 
winter evenings it would 
be hard to see. 

Oil lamps would have been used in 
the days before electricity.Sa
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The room was 
heated by a cast 
iron stove like the 
one in the big 
picture.

cast iron stove
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Why did this stove have a guard round it? 

Did 
you 
notice 
the 
canes?
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You will have lots of different things to learn 
while you are at school.

This is what
a Victorian 
timetable 
would have 
been like. 

What does it tell you about the children’s lessons? Sa
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In Victorian schools, children did not have exercise 
books and folders to write things in like we have in 
schools today. They had to learn rhymes or chants 
to help them remember things.

Many people still 
use rhymes and 
chants today to 
help them 
remember. 
You might know 
some of the ones 
here.

30 days hath September,
April June and November,

All the rest have 31,
Excepting February alone,
Which has 28 days clear,
But 29 in each leap year.Sa
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Remember remember,
The 5th of November,

Gunpowder, treason and plot.

In fourteen hundred and ninety two
Christopher Columbus sailed the ocean blue.

RRRRichard OOOOf YYYYork GGGGained BBBBattles IIIIn VVVVain

(Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, Violet)

The children learned by roteroteroterote.
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How is your school different to a Victorian school?
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www.ks1resources.co.uk


