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MD 2008 There are different kinds of puppets and they are 
made up of different parts.

The puppets act out a play. 
They tell stories and the 
puppeteer seems to make 
the characters come to life.

Puppets are designed for children to 
play with or for grown ups who 
want to entertain by using puppets 
in a puppet theatre.
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Shadow puppets are different from other puppets 
because the audience sees them through a screen.
They are flat puppets that are worked close to 
the back of the screen and have rods attached to 
them so they can be moved.

The shadows that appear on 
the front of the screen look 
mysterious.
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Shadow puppets are popular around the world, 
especially in Asia. They are thought to have 
originally come from China or India many, many 
years ago.

These shadow 
puppets are 
from IndiaIndiaIndiaIndia.

They were used 
to tell the story 
of Rama and 
Sita. 

Rama and Ravana 
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Asian shadow puppets are traditionally made 
from animal hide that has been made smooth and 
transparenttransparenttransparenttransparent. Transparent means see-through. 

Shapes were often cut out 
of the hide to decorate 
the puppets.
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These shadow puppets are 
from ChinaChinaChinaChina.

They were made from 
donkey hide.
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Chinese shadow puppets
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Shadow puppets 
can be big or 
small.

There is often singing and 
music played during the 
performance.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

Shadow puppets have been 
used to tell stories for 
many hundreds of years. 

This is a Wayang KulitWayang KulitWayang KulitWayang Kulit
puppet from Java, Java, Java, Java, 
IndonesiaIndonesiaIndonesiaIndonesia. It’s a shadow 
puppet that has been 
made from very fine buffalo 
skin with rods made from 
cow horns.

Wayang means puppet. 
Kulit means skin or leather.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
The audience sees the shadow 
puppets in silhouette but shadow 
puppets are often beautifully 
painted.
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They usually have rods or 
strings attached to them and 
they are placed infront of a 
screen with a light shining 
on them.

Shadow puppets are cut out 
shapes. They are flat puppets and 
their shadows are seen through a 
translucenttranslucenttranslucenttranslucent screen. Translucent 
means something that only lets a 
little bit of light through so that 
you only see shadows.
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The puppeteers use 
one hand to control 
the rod attached to 
the puppets neck and 
the other hand to 
control the rods 
attached to the 
puppet’s wrists. 

The people watching 
the show can see the 
silhouettes of the 
puppets.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
light source 

screen 

puppet moved using wires 

They make 
shadows on a 
screen. 
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How to make a shadow puppetHow to make a shadow puppetHow to make a shadow puppetHow to make a shadow puppet

This is what you need:This is what you need:This is what you need:This is what you need:

A pencil
A piece of strong card 
Felt tips
Bits of wool for hair
Split pins
Glue
Scissors
A stick
Sellotape
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This is what you do:This is what you do:This is what you do:This is what you do:

First draw your character onto 
a piece of card. Carefully cut your character out.

If you wish, you can give your character 
separate arms and legs. Use split pins to 
join them to the body so that they can 
be moved into different positions.

After that place the stick on the back of 
your character and stick it in place with 
sellotape. Make sure you leave enough 
stick to hold onto.stick 
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How to make a shadow puppet theatreHow to make a shadow puppet theatreHow to make a shadow puppet theatreHow to make a shadow puppet theatre

This is what you need:This is what you need:This is what you need:This is what you need:

• A large, strong cardboard box
• A piece of thin white paper or greaseproof paper   
that is big enough to fit the largest side of your box.
• Sellotape
• Scissors
• Dark paint, sequins or stars to 
decorate your box
• A light source (a torch or a projector)
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This is what you do:This is what you do:This is what you do:This is what you do:

First turn the cardboard box upside down. 
Carefully cut one of the largest sides away, 
leaving a border at the edge. This will be the 
front of the theatre.

Then cut away the back of the box.

Next, cut two long thin holes in the sides of the 
box big enough to slide your puppets through. 
This will be how your puppets enter and leave the 
stage.
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After that paint your box and 
decorate it.

When the paint has dried, 
attach your white paper to the 
inside border of your theatre to make a screen.

Finally, with a light source 
shining from behind, hold 
the stick attached to your 
puppet and slide it through 
the side slit. Then make it 
tell a story.
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You can also hold your puppet up to a light 
coloured wall – a white wall is best.

Shine a torch or other light source onto your 
puppet. A large shadow should appear on the 
wall.

Try making your puppet’s 
shadow larger or smaller.

To make a coloured shadow, cut out parts of the 
puppet and glue coloured tissue over the holes.
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This is a shadow puppet 
stage that has been made 
by stacking two tables, 
hanging a white sheet over 
the top table and placing a 
lamp behind it. Puppets are 
operated from beneath the 
table.

This puppet theatre was made 
from a cardboard box.
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1D levelling shadow puppets  link
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www.ks1resources.co.uk


