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This is the true story of Grace Darling.
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Grace Darling and her father 
A painting by Henry Perlee Parker
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It was just before dawn on a wild 
September morning in 1838. 
All night a gale had been blowing. 

A few miles off the coast of Northumberland the 
rocky Farne Islands were battered by huge waves.
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On the night of 
September 6th, 
William Darling 
checked the Longstone 
light around midnight 
and realised that a 
storm was brewing.
He asked Grace to 
help him secure all the 
equipment including 
their boat. Then he 
went to bed.
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Grace Darling had been unable 
to sleep. She’d been up for some 
time. 

She was keeping watch. 
Somebody always had to 
be near the great light in 
case it went out.
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At around 5 o’clock in the morning, Grace peered 
out across the raging sea. Suddenly she saw a 
strange shape on the rocks about a mile away. 

As she continued to peer 
through the dark, she 
saw that it was a 
wrecked ship!Sa
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The ship that Grace had seen was called the 
Forfarshire. It was a newly built steamship 
travelling from Hull to Dundee in Scotland with 
63 people onboard. It was also carrying cloth, 
soap, hardware, and spinning gear.
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The Forfarshire had a huge paddle wheel on The Forfarshire had a huge paddle wheel on The Forfarshire had a huge paddle wheel on The Forfarshire had a huge paddle wheel on 
each side. It also had sails for emergencies since, each side. It also had sails for emergencies since, each side. It also had sails for emergencies since, each side. It also had sails for emergencies since, 
in those days, steamships were not very reliable.in those days, steamships were not very reliable.in those days, steamships were not very reliable.in those days, steamships were not very reliable.
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The Forfarshire had set off from Hull on 
5th September 1838 and was heading for 
Dundee in Scotland. 

The next day, the ship’s boilers 
began to leak. Just after 
midnight on the 7th September, 
the engine stopped and the 
Forfarshire began to drift.

The sails were hoisted and the 
crew tried to steer towards the 
Farne Islands. The captain of the 
Forfarshire had tried to reach 
shelter but then disaster struck.
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Suddenly, at about 4 o’clock in the 
morning, there was a great crash 
as the steamship hit the big Harcar 
Rock. The force of the crash and 
the heavy winds tore the ship two. 
Its stern separated completely with 
most of the passengers and crew 
below deck sheltering from the storm. 
They were swept away in the rough seas.
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The ship’s bow was struck on the rocks and there were 
12 people clinging to the wreck. They were praying for 
daylight and for the tide to fall. Three of those who 
waited died.

When Grace realised what 
had happened, she ran to 
tell her father and together 
they peered out trying to 
spot one of the lifeboats 
from Bamburgh or 
Sunderland but there were 
none to be seen.
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This was what the lifeboats 
were like in those days. 

As he peered out through the 
storm, Grace’s father realised 
that the sea was too rough 
and that probably the 
lifeboats hadn’t been able 
to launch. 

William Darling, Grace’s 
father, realised that he 
would have to try to rescue 
the survivors before they 
were washed away.
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Grace persuaded him to let her row with him and Grace persuaded him to let her row with him and Grace persuaded him to let her row with him and Grace persuaded him to let her row with him and 
help him, even though the sea was very dangeroushelp him, even though the sea was very dangeroushelp him, even though the sea was very dangeroushelp him, even though the sea was very dangerous. 
In rough seas the boat needed three people to row it In rough seas the boat needed three people to row it In rough seas the boat needed three people to row it In rough seas the boat needed three people to row it 
so they knew it would be hard with just two of them.so they knew it would be hard with just two of them.so they knew it would be hard with just two of them.so they knew it would be hard with just two of them.
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The journey was terrible and they had to row for The journey was terrible and they had to row for The journey was terrible and they had to row for The journey was terrible and they had to row for 
nearly a mile without stopping. They knew that the nearly a mile without stopping. They knew that the nearly a mile without stopping. They knew that the nearly a mile without stopping. They knew that the 
journey back would be even worse. They just hoped journey back would be even worse. They just hoped journey back would be even worse. They just hoped journey back would be even worse. They just hoped 
that some of the survivors would help them to row.that some of the survivors would help them to row.that some of the survivors would help them to row.that some of the survivors would help them to row.
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When they reached the island they found nine 
survivors. They looked terrified. Their clothes were 
soaked. The wreck of the Forfarshire could still be 
seen breaking up on the rocks.
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The mast of the Forfarshire hung broken, and the 
sails were being torn to ribbons in the howling 
gale.
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William Darling leapt 
onto the rocks while 
Grace was left alone in 
the boat trying to keep it 
steady.

They took five survivors 
on board – a woman 
called Sarah Dawson, 
who was cradling her 
two dead children, and 
four men.
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The journey back was much easier with the others to help 
with the rowing, but they still had to battle through the 
cold, raging seas.

Grace and her 
mother looked 
after the survivors 
in the lighthouse 
while her father 
and two of the 
Forfarshire’s crew 
went back to 
rescue those left 
on the rocks.
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Nine people had been rescued by Grace and her 
father. Nine other people had also survived. 
When the stern of the ship was swept away, 
eight of the crew and one passenger had 
managed to scramble into the ship’s lifeboat. 

They were 
rescued by 
another ship from 
Montrose and 
taken to Shields 
the same night.
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