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Vincent Van Gogh was born in Holland in 1853,
more than 150 years ago.
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Most experts believe that he
was photographed only twice
– once when he was 13 and
then again when he was 18.
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Vincent Van Gogh
What did he look like?

Some experts think this photograph shows him at
the age of 18. Others disagree. They think it’s a
photo of his younger brother, Theo.
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I saw it and thought it was
van Gogh right away.
The more I looked at it, the
more I was sure.
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He bought the photograph and took it to an expert.
The expert agreed that the photograph was very like
van Gogh’s collection of 40 self-portraits.
Experts think van Gogh might have used the
photograph to help him paint portraits of himself.
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Van Gogh tried
out different
techniques – ways
of painting.
In this painting
he used lots of
little dabs and
dots of coloured
paints.
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In this self portrait he used
dashes of colour. His jacket
was painted with red and
green brushstrokes so the
colours mixed together in
some places to make brown
but also showed the red
and green paint.
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He found the photo in
an antique shop.
Antique shops collect and sell very old things
including old photographs.

photograph
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Not all experts agree that
it is a photograph of him.
What do you think?

Vincent Van Gogh began to paint
many self portraits.
Altogether he painted more
than thirty self portraits in just
five years so, even without the
photograph, we have
a very good idea of what
he looked like.
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Van Gogh’s
sketches
of himself.

The artist who found it said….
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This is a copy of a
photograph that was
found about 20 years
ago by an artist called
Tom Stanford.
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When we look at
his painting
SelfSelf- Portrait
infront of the
Easel 1888 it is
easy to imagine
him painting in
his studio.
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The way he used the paint made his hat look
smooth and his jacket look rough.
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In this painting he used much
brighter colours – red,
orange, yellow, lilac, blue and
green and painted in streaks
and dashes.
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Van Gogh said….
I purposely bought a
mirror good enough
to enable me to work
from my image
because, if I can
manage to paint the
colouring of my own
head, which is not to
be done without some
difficulty, I shall be
able to paint the
heads of other men
and women.

This painting used lots of
blue and swirling brush
strokes.
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brushstrokes
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He has light coloured eyes, a well-kept beard and a
long, thin nose. His hair is neatly combed back and
he has what is known as a widow’s peak.
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self portrait

If you look
carefully you can
see how he used
his brushstrokes
to paint this selfportrait.

Some experts thought it
looked very much like
van Gogh’s collection
of self portraits.
The photograph was
taken in 1886 and it
shows an older man
wearing a plain suit
and a small bow tie.
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Van Gogh wrote a letter to his sister, Elizabeth…
I intend to show
that a variety of
very different
portraits can be
made of the same
person.
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Do you think he managed to do that?
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What kind of
man do you
think Vincent
van Gogh was?
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Does he look
happy or sad?

Then they fell out
and Vincent
threatened Paul
with a razor.
Paul decided to
leave but Vincent
chased after him.

il de
S

In the end, Vincent
was so upset that
he cut off a piece
of his own ear.
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Look at his eyes
and his mouth.

For much of his
life, van Gogh was
very unhappy.
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This portrait was
sent to his friend
Paul Gauguin.
He wanted Paul
Gauguin to visit
him and hoped
that the portrait
would persuade
him to visit.

Vincent was rushed to hospital, not just because
of his injured ear but also because of the terrible,
depressed state that he was in.
Sadly, on July 27th 1890,
Vincent Van Gogh walked
into a wheat field and shot
himself.
He staggered back to his
room where two days later,
with his brother Theo at his
side, he died.
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Paul Gauguin arrived in Arles in October 1888.
For nine weeks he and Vincent worked together,
painting and talking about their ideas.
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Paul Gauguin
painted a
portrait of
Vincent while
he was
painting
sunflowers.

