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Have you ever seen a frog? 
Do you know what a frog is?

A frog is a kind of animal that is called 
an amphibianamphibianamphibianamphibian.
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Frogs live all over the world. They spend part of 
their time on land and part in water.

This is a 
picture of a 
frog called a 
common frog. 

It’s the kind of frog you will see near ponds.
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The frog starts life as a tiny eggeggeggegg in a pond.

A female frog 
lays her eggs 
in spring. 

Do you know 
what the 
eggs are 
called?

The eggs are called frog spawnfrog spawnfrog spawnfrog spawn but 
what isisisis frog spawn?
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The eggs are covered in a clear jelly. The jelly 
swells up in water and helps to keep the eggs 
safe. 

The eggs 
stick together
in a big 
clump of frog 
spawn.

What do you 
think is inside 
an egg?
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Inside the egg is a tiny black dot. The black dot 
is a little tadpoletadpoletadpoletadpole that will grow bigger and 
bigger inside the egg.
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The tiny tadpoles grow inside the eggs but lots of 
eggs are eaten by frogs and birds.

After about 30 days the eggs start to hatch.
Tiny tadpoles wriggle out of their jelly eggs.
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When the tadpoles hatch they eat what’s left of 
the frog spawn. 

Then they begin 
to eat water 
plants.
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Tadpoles don’t look anything like an adult frog.

Tadpoles have 
long tails that 
they use for 
swimming.

Their tails make them look like little fish.
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How are tadpoles 
different to frogs?

A frog can’t breathe 
underwater but a 
tadpole can. 
Tadpoles have little 
slits called gillsgillsgillsgills. The 
gills take the air from 
the water for the 
tadpole to 
breathe.

gills
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How does a tadpole 
change into a frog?

The tadpole grows 
bigger and its body 
starts to change.

When it’s about six 
weeks old, it grows 
two back legs. 
It uses its back 
legs to swim 
faster.
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Next, the tadpole grows lungslungslungslungs and loses its gills. 

Now the 
tadpole has to 
swim to the 
surface to 
breathe air.
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About four weeks later, the tadpole grows two 
front legs. They grow from the place where its 
gills were.

The tadpole still uses its 
tail for swimming but its 
tail is starting to shrink.

What is the tadpole called now?
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FrogletsFrogletsFrogletsFroglets look like 
little frogs. Their 
tails have gone 
and they start to 
spend time out of 
the pond.

They climb onto a plant, 
a leaf or a rock by the 
water.Sa
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When the froglet is about four months old it leaves 
the pond but stays close to the water. 

The froglet has 
to keep its skin 
damp or it will 
start to dry 
out.
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It takes about a year for a froglet to grow up. 
Then its called a frogfrogfrogfrog. Frogs eat insects. They 
catch them with their long sticky tongues.

Some animals like birds, bats and grass 
snakes, eat frogs. When a frog is in 
danger it dives back into the pond.
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Do you know where frogs live?

Adult frogs live in 
damp places on land. 
They live in gardens, 
meadows and woods.

They often hide during 
the day. Why do you think they hide?

They hide from animals that might eat them.

At night they come out to look for food.
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Do you know where frogs go in the winter?

When it’s cold 
in winter, there 
isn’t much for 
a frog to eat. 
Frogs go into
a deep winter 
sleep called 
hibernationhibernationhibernationhibernation. Usually they sleep under a pile of 
leaves, moss or stones.Sa
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Over the winter, the frog’s body slows right down 
to save energy.

It will wake up 
in the spring 
when the 
weather starts 
to get warmer.
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When the frog is three years old it is ready to 
find a mate. Male frogs make low, croaking 
sounds to attract females.

Female frogs go back 
to the pond where they 
were born and find a 
mate. Then she lays 
lots of frogspawn in 
the pond.Sa
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Soon tadpoles will hatch from the eggs and then 
the frog’s life cycle starts again.

Can you talk 
about what 
happens?How to keep tadpoles Link
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