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Tents on the IceTents on the IceTents on the IceTents on the IceTents on the IceTents on the IceTents on the IceTents on the Ice

Living with the 
reindeer in Siberia.
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There are still a few people in the Arctic who live 
in traditional homes.

This tent 
belongs to the 
Nenets Nenets Nenets Nenets who 
live in the 
Siberian Arctic Siberian Arctic Siberian Arctic Siberian Arctic 
which is in 
RussiaRussiaRussiaRussia.
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What do their clothes tell 
you about where they live?

What kind of place is it?
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Their long hooded jackets 
are made from animal 
skins and fur.
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The
Nenets
are 
herders.

Which 
animals 
do they 
herd?
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They herd reindeer from one place to another so 
their tents have to be easy to put up and down.

Can you see 
how the tents 
are made?

A tent is called a chum 
which is pronounced 
“choom”.
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The tents are made 
from larch poles with 
a covering made of 
reindeer skins. 

You can see 
the larch 
trees in the 
background.Sa
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The Nenets move around 
from place to place and 
eat reindeer meat, fish 
and bread. These pictures 
show you what their 
camp looks like in the 
summer. 
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The Nenets live together in groups of about 60 
people. There are usually around 8 chums.

It takes them at least four hours to take down the 
chums and pack them away on sledges. It takes 
about 30 sledges to carry each chum! 

It’s a hard life but the 
Nenets choose to live 
that way because they 
say they like the 
freedom of living as 
they want to do.
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The Nenets set up camp for two or three days and 
then, after the reindeer have eaten all the lichen 
they can find under the snow, they move on. 
Lichen grows very slowly so the reindeer have to 
keep eating and moving on in search of more.

The Nenets move 
many miles during 
the year until they 
reach the place 
where they can sell 
their reindeer and 
buy new ones.
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There’s not very much inside a Nenet tent. The 
floor is often a layer of branches covered with 
animal skins. There’s an open stove, mattresses 
and a chest but everything is kept very clean.
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The chum is home to a family group. Each chum has a 
hearth in the middle and an opening at the top to let 
light in and smoke out. There are windows round the 

sides to let in light.
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Almost all the Nanets’ food supplies are kept 
outside, frozen in the ice and snow.

Bread is bought in the in town in the summer and 
kept under the snow. When it’s needed, they dig 
out a frozen loaf and take it inside to thaw.

This woman is 
sewing reindeer 
skin clothing.
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During the winter the Nenets fish through holes 
they have made in the ice.

Meat can’t be 
stored in the 
summer because 
it goes bad 
without the 
snow and ice to 
keep it frozen 
so fishing is important during the summer too.Sa
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The youngest children travel from place to place with 
their parents but as soon as they are old enough children 
go to boarding school. The children return to travel with 
their parents during the school holidays.

When they are 
old enough to 
leave school
they must decide 
whether to join 
their families as 
herders or to 
work in Russia.
Many choose 
herding.
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The Nenets all have 
their own houses and 
return there for a few 
days each year. 

They have TV, cook on a gas stove and have lots 
of the things we have but they still prefer their 
life as reindeer herders and can’t wait to return.

These houses are in 
the Nenets’ village 
of Nahodka
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