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What is a desert?What is a desert?What is a desert?What is a desert?What is a desert?What is a desert?What is a desert?What is a desert?

This is a map. It shows you all the deserts in the 
world. What does the keykeykeykey tell you and what does 
that mean?
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Did you notice that 
there are hothothothot and coldcoldcoldcold
deserts?

What is a desert?What is a desert?What is a desert?What is a desert?

A desert is a 
place that gets 
very little rain.
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Most deserts are huge areas of very dry land. Most deserts are huge areas of very dry land. Most deserts are huge areas of very dry land. Most deserts are huge areas of very dry land. 

Some deserts are frozen.Some deserts are frozen.Some deserts are frozen.Some deserts are frozen.
All deserts are so dry or All deserts are so dry or All deserts are so dry or All deserts are so dry or 
frozen that very few frozen that very few frozen that very few frozen that very few 
plants are able to grow plants are able to grow plants are able to grow plants are able to grow 
in them. in them. in them. in them. 

They have less than They have less than They have less than They have less than 
25 centimetres of rain 25 centimetres of rain 25 centimetres of rain 25 centimetres of rain 
each year, or, they have each year, or, they have each year, or, they have each year, or, they have 
no rain at all.no rain at all.no rain at all.no rain at all.
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Some deserts are 
cold or frozen. 

What do you 
notice about 
these pictures?
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Most deserts are hot.
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Some deserts are very 
hot during the day and 
cold at night.
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hot desert that covers 
a large part of AfricaAfricaAfricaAfrica.
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Most hot deserts are covered in sand but, not all of Most hot deserts are covered in sand but, not all of Most hot deserts are covered in sand but, not all of Most hot deserts are covered in sand but, not all of 
them are covered with sand dunes like the ones in them are covered with sand dunes like the ones in them are covered with sand dunes like the ones in them are covered with sand dunes like the ones in 
this picture. These dunes are in the Sahara Desert this picture. These dunes are in the Sahara Desert this picture. These dunes are in the Sahara Desert this picture. These dunes are in the Sahara Desert 
which is the largest desert.which is the largest desert.which is the largest desert.which is the largest desert.
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Winds blow sandy deserts into dunes. Winds blow sandy deserts into dunes. Winds blow sandy deserts into dunes. Winds blow sandy deserts into dunes. 
Some dunes are as high as 200 metres!Some dunes are as high as 200 metres!Some dunes are as high as 200 metres!Some dunes are as high as 200 metres!
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the sand and make 
strange shapes.
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There are some very strange shapes to be found in There are some very strange shapes to be found in There are some very strange shapes to be found in There are some very strange shapes to be found in 
deserts.deserts.deserts.deserts.

This rock has been shaped by the force of high This rock has been shaped by the force of high This rock has been shaped by the force of high This rock has been shaped by the force of high 
winds and sudden showers of rain that have winds and sudden showers of rain that have winds and sudden showers of rain that have winds and sudden showers of rain that have 
destroyed the surface of the rock.destroyed the surface of the rock.destroyed the surface of the rock.destroyed the surface of the rock.
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Some deserts are very 
rocky while others are 
covered with stones or 
gravel.
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Some deserts are 
covered with huge 
stretches of fine 
sand…….

while others are 
huge areas of ice.Sa
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Whether deserts are rocky, sandy or stony, they all 
have hardly any rain.

This looks like a river in 
the sand but it isn’t – it’s 
a miragemiragemiragemirage!

In hot deserts the air near 
the ground gets hotter 
than the air above it and a 
mirage appears. Mirages 
shimmer and look like 
water.
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A desert is a habitathabitathabitathabitat.
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A habitat habitat habitat habitat is a place where plants and animals live 
but all plants and animals need water to survive.

This tiny bit of water is called an oasisoasisoasisoasis. It’s an area 
of wet land in the middle of a desert where plants 
can grow and animals and people can find water.
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Without water there would be no life at all in the 
desert. Water in the desert can arrive in three 
different ways….

1. Water comes as 
night dew and fog 
that clings to rocks 
and stones.

2. It comes as rare 
torrents  of rain.

3. Sometimes it comes 
from very light rain 
showers.
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It’s difficult for plants and animals to survive in 
deserts so they have to adapt in order to survive 
the harsh conditions.

They may have to 
adapt to a shortage 
of water, fierce heat 
or cold and even 
long periods of 
darkness depending 
where in the world 
their desert is.
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These are pictures of 
the Namib Namib Namib Namib DesertDesertDesertDesert.Sa
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This is a NamibNamibNamibNamib Desert beetleDesert beetleDesert beetleDesert beetle
It survives by collecting water 
from the morning fog and dew. 
The dew is collected on bumps on 
its back. When a bump collects 
enough water to make a big 
droplet, the droplet rolls down a 
tiny channel right into the beetle’s 
mouth!

This beetle is collecting 
moisture from a 
thorny branch. 
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Some deserts began thousands of years ago. The 
heat dried up the earth and the earth stayed dry.

The Sahara is a hot 
desert but scientists 
have discovered that 
just over 8,000 
years ago, it was 
green and full of 
plant life.

They have found places in the desert where, 
long ago, ancient rivers flowed.
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Perhaps, long, long ago, 
there was plenty of rain 
and the desert looked 
like this!
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