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Can you remember why we have Remembrance Remembrance Remembrance Remembrance 
DayDayDayDay and why the poppy is so important?
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Remembrance DayRemembrance DayRemembrance DayRemembrance Day is on the same day in November 
every year. Do you know what day?

Remembrance Day is always on November 11November 11November 11November 11thththth.
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November 11th was chosen for a special reason.
Can you guess what that reason was?

That day was chosen 
because it was at 
11 o’clock on the 
11th day of the 
11th month in
1918 that the 
First World War 
ended. 
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By November 1918, soldiers from many different 
countries had fought in the war. It had been going 
on for a long time. Many people had died fighting .

Many civilians, 
people who 
were not 
soldiers, died 
too. 

People were very sad and tired and weary.
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After the final battle the leaders signed a ceasefireceasefireceasefireceasefire.
At 11 o’clock on November 11th, all the fighting 
stopped and the guns became silent over the fields 
of Europe. This was when Armistice Armistice Armistice Armistice happened.
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ArmisticeArmisticeArmisticeArmistice is an agreement 
to stop fighting – to call a 
truce. World War 1 ended 
when important people 
met in a railway carriage 
in France and signed an 
agreement agreement agreement agreement to stop fighting.

The agreement was signed 
on November 11th 1918 
and at 11 o’clock on that 
day, the war ended. 
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The soldiers went home to their families 
determined never to forget their friends  
who had died on the battlefields.
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World War One had lasted a long time and 
thousands of people had been killed. It was a 
terrible time and everyone was sad and afraid. 

Many families 
had  lost someone 
they loved. 

When the war 
ended they were 
happy andandandand sad.
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When the war ended the world celebrated peace. 

This is an 
American 
newspaper.

Can you 
see the 
word 
ArmisticeArmisticeArmisticeArmistice?
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Many Armistice DayArmistice DayArmistice DayArmistice Day
ParadesParadesParadesParades took place up 
and down the country.

The photograph was taken at the Armistice Day 
Parade in Lichfield in 1918.
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Everyone believed that World War One was a 
war that would end all wars. They believed that 
what had happened during that war had been so 
terrible there would never again be another war.

But, less than 20 years 
later, World War II began.

Once again men and 
women were sent to war. 
There were fierce battles 
and thousands of people 
were killed.
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World War Two finally ended in 1945. On May 8th

1945, thousands of people gathered in Trafalgar 
Square in London to celebrate VE Day – Victory in 
Europe.
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At last families could be 
together again.
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There were celebrations and parties in the streets 
to celebrate the end of the war. 

But almost every family had 
lost someone in the war and 
they would never forget. 
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The First and Second World Wars happened a 
long time ago but some of you might have 
someone in your family who still remembers 
those times. 

If you know someone 
who is around 70 
years old they would 
have been at school 
at the end of WW2 
and their father may 
have been a soldier 
in the war.
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Since the end of World War One, every year at 11 
o’clock in the morning, on the 11th of November, 
somethingsomethingsomethingsomething happened. 

It was something that everybody did 
as a way of remembering. They 
continued to do it after the end of 
World War Two.

If you know someone in their 60s 
or 70s, or someone even older, 
they will remember what 
happened on November 11th

every year. What was it and why 
did it happen?
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This is a report of the first two minute silence as reported in the 
Manchester Guardian newspaper on November 12th 1919. It’s a 
report about what happened on the streets exactly one year after
WW1 ended.

The first stroke of 11 o’clock produced a magical effect.

The tram cars glided into stillness, motors ceased to cough 
and fume then stopped dead, and the dray horses stopped 
pulling their loads, seeming to do it of their own volition.
Someone took off his hat, and hesitantly the rest of the men 
bowed their heads also. Here and there an old soldier could be 
seen standing to attention. An elderly woman, not far away, 
wiped her eyes, and the man beside her looked white and 
stern. Everyone stood very still. The hush deepened…….. It had 
spread over the whole city. It was a silence which was almost 
pain and the spirit of memory hovered all over it.
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Older people, perhaps even 
your grandparents, will 
remember that at exactly 
11 o’clock on the 11th of 
November, all the traffic 
stopped in the streets. 

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

All the people in factories, shops and offices 
stopped working.
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All the children, 
teachers and helpers 
in schools stopped 
whatever they were 
doing and came 
together for a 
special reason.

Have you 
guessed what 
the special 
reason was?
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Everyone stood in silence for 
two minutes. Do you know 
why?

They stood in 
silence to 
remember all the 
people who had 
died in war. 
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Many people still stay silent for two minutes at 
11 o’clock on 11th November - the same date and 
the same time as on Armistice Day in 1918.

Perhaps you do the same 
at your school.
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