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Can you 
remember 
why 
people 
wear 
poppies?
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Can you remember 
what happens at the 
CenotaphCenotaphCenotaphCenotaph in London 
on Remembrance 
Sunday every year?
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Can you see the three very old men in wheelchairs?
In 2008 they were at the Cenotaph to lay wreaths. 
They were also very special. Do you know why?
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They were Britain’s only three survivors from WW1 
and they were there to pay tribute to the men they 
fought alongside.

This was Bill Stone aged 
108. He joined the Navy 
on his 18th birthday and 
stayed in the Navy until 
1945. That meant that he 
served in both WW1 and 
WW2. When the war 
ended he became a barber.
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Henry Allingham, aged 112, bowed his head in 
memory of the men who had died in WW1.

Henry was 
born in 
London. 
He joined the 
Royal Naval 
Air Service 
and became 
a mechanic 
in 1915.  
In 1918 he joined the newly formed RAF.
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This was Harry Patch 
aged 110. In 1916 he 
was called up and had 
to go into the Army.
The following year he 
was badly wounded 
and three of his best 
friends were killed.
Sadly, all three 
veterans of WW1 died 
in 2009 but they left 
lots of memories.
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The three men were like a living history book. They had all lived 
through many of the things that we learn about in school – they 
had actually been there and could tell us about their experiences.
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The three were the last surviving British WW1 veteransveteransveteransveterans....
From the left, Henry Allingham, Harry Patch, and Bill 
Stone, all of them more than 100 years old, gathered for 
Remembrance Day commemorations in London in 
November 2008 where this photo was taken. BBC News LINK
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This was Harry Patch at the service before he laid 
his wreath of poppies. Harry died in 2009 aged 
111. 
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When he gave a short speech at the service, 
Mr Patch said: “I am very happy to be here 
today. It is not just an honour for me, but for an 
entire generation. It is important to remember the 
dead from both sides of the conflict. Irrespective 
of the uniforms we wore, we were all victims of 
war.”
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Harry said, “Today is 
not for me. It is for 
the countless millions 
who did not come 
home. They are the 
heroes.’’
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Harry was a teenage apprentice plumber when he 
was called up for military service in 1916. After 
training, he was sent to the trenches as a machine-
gunner in the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
Harry was wounded in 1917 in the Battle of
Passchendaele, which he remembered as “mud, 
mud, and more mud mixed together with blood.”
He said, “Anyone who tells you that in the trenches 
they weren’t scared, he’s a liar: You were scared all 
the time.”
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After the war ended in 1918, Harry Patch 
returned to work as a plumber, got married, 
raised a family, and didn’t start talking about his 
war experiences until he was 100 years old. 
He always said, “As someone who was there, I am 
often asked what I think of war. I lost three good 
mates. My reaction was terrible. 
It was like losing 
part of my life. 
Too many died. 
War isn’t worth 
even one life.”
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What these men 
had to say was 
very important 
because they 
were eyewitnesseyewitnesseyewitnesseyewitness
who not only 
took part in 
WW1 but were 
still alive to tell 
people about it 
until their death 
in 2009.

Henry Allingham
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This is a photograph of Henry 
Allingham when he was an air 
mechanic aged 20.

When he spoke later about the 
war, he described standing in 
water up to his armpits, 
surrounded by the smell of mud. 
“I saw too many things I would 
like to forget, but I will never 
forget them, I can never forget 
them,” he said. 
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This photograph shows Bill Stone 
and a friend in the Navy in 1926, 
a few years after WW1 ended.

Bill Stone was one of the last 
surviving WW1 veterans.

Bill also served in WW2. 
When he spoke of WW2 he said …… 
“I saw hundreds of people killed in front of me. 
There were oil tanks burning, ships sinking - it was 
the worst experience of my life. ”
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Bill lived to see his memories 
of his time in the navy 
published in a book. 

Important people said….

To have, in a book, the 
eyewitness memories of a 
person who lived a long life
and who has given us such a true picture of what 
life was like such a long time ago, is I think, a 
wonderful thing.
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