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What’s in the photographs? What can you see?
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The pictures are of War Memorials.
What are War Memorials for? 
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Why were they built? 
Why are they there?
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War Memorials remember all those who went to war but didn’t come back.
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During WW1 many  
thousands of service 
men lost their lives. 

Each time a soldier, 
sailor or airman was 
killed his family 
would receive a 
telegram telling 
them of his death. 
Everyone dreaded 
receiving a telegram.
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This memorial 
is in a small 
village called 
Dunston which 
is near 
Gateshead, 
Tyne and Wear.

At the end of WW1 in most cities, towns and 
villages, War Memorials were built to remember 
the people from that area who had not come 
home from war.
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This photograph was taken at the Opening 
Ceremony for Dunston War Memorial.

Which year was it ?

Why did 
people 
want to 
build a  
war 
memorial?

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

On Remembrance Sunday the people of Dunston 
would gather on Barry Street to walk together to 
the War Memorial. The Scouts, British Legion and 
the St John’s Ambulance Brigade would march to 
the beat of a drum followed by all the people of 
Dunston. 

In later years, 
bands would lead 
the march to the 
War Memorial on 
Remembrance Day. 

1950s
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This is what Dunston 
War Memorial looks 
like now. Below is the 
Celtic Cross on the top 
of the memorial.
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There are lists of 
names on the 
memorial.  
Why do you 
think they 
are there?

What dates 
can you see 
on the 
memorial?
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Can you 
see the 
name of 
a nurse?
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The names 
go all the 
way 
around the 
memorial.

If you look 
carefully 
you can 
see that 
some share 
the same 
surname.
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Perhaps you have a 
war memorial near to 
where you live. 

Can you think what 
they all have in 
common?

This war memorial was 
built in 1919, one year 
after WW1 ended.
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The men whose names are 
shown in this photograph 
fought in the First World 
War and died in battle. 
They belonged to the 
Army, Navy and Air Force.

Can you see the first name 
on the list? 

The first name is Isaac Isaac Isaac Isaac 
LambLambLambLamb. Underneath his 
name is the name of his 
younger brother, William William William William 
Lamb.Lamb.Lamb.Lamb.
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Isaac Lamb was a Private in 
the Army. He was killed in 
action on Friday 27th

November 1914 aged 23 
years. He was the older 
brother of William Lamb 
whose name is underneath 
Isaac’s name on the memorial.

Isaac had gone overseas to 
war on Friday 6th November 
1914. Three weeks later he 
was killed. He was buried in 
the Military Cemetery at 
Ypres in France.
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Isaac Lamb’s younger brother 
William was also a Private in 
the Army. He was only 17 
years old when he joined the 
Army and, after training, he 
was sent to France to fight at 
the beginning of 1916.

He was wounded during 
heavy fighting and died of his 
wounds on Friday 19th May 
1916 aged 18 years. He was 
buried in a war grave in 
France.
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Many men diddiddiddid return from WW1. Their names are 
not on the war memorial because they didn’t die 
in the war but they fought in the war and they 
couldn’t forget their friends who had died.

Private Charles Broadway went overseas in 
November 1914. He served for four and a half 
years in France.

Private William Henry Clarke 
was wounded three times in the 
war but survived to come home. 
His two brothers were also 
wounded but survived the war.
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On the other side of the Dunston memorial, 26 names were 
added after the Second World War. These 26 men fought in 
Europe, Africa, India and the Far East. They were mostly 
young men in their 20s. One of them was Alan Arthur Ford.

Pilot Officer Alan Arthur Ford was based at 
RAF Bodney in Norfolk. His plane took off 
at 20 minutes past four on 2nd April 1941 
to patrol the seas and protect the ships. 
He was acting as an observer, looking out 
for danger with his two crew mates. 

Their aircraft was lost without trace and the three man 
crew were all killed. Pilot Officer Ford was just 23 years 
old when he died on Wednesday 2nd April 1941.
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The families, friends and neighbours of those who died in WW1 and 
WW2 wanted the brave servicemen to be remembered forever.
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The names of those who died were listed on memorials up and down the country.
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This War Memorial 
has the names of 
those who died in 
three different wars. 

Can you see which 
wars and the dates 
that show when those 
wars happened?Sa
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This is the Wickham War Memorial near Gateshead. 
The date reads 1939 – 1945.
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The reporter who wrote the article said……….

On Whickham war memorial are inscribed the names of those 

who lost their lives in two world wars. R.A.F. Sergeant John 

Guthrie was shot down in a Lancaster bomber as he flew over 

the village of Erskdork, Germany. He was only 23 when he 

was shot down. His sister still remembers the day when it 

happened. “My mother was informed of what happened by 

the war office and from what I know the rest of the crew 

were also in their twenties. Every time that I walk past the 

war memorial in Whickham, I look at it as his name is on 

there, and I remember him. I think it's only natural.”

In 2000, The Gateshead Post had an 
article about the War Memorial. 
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WW1 was meant 
to be a war to end 
all wars but of 
course it didn’t. 
Even now there 
are soldiers 
fighting in new 
wars and more 
names are added 
to war memorials.Sa
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This is a photograph of Colin Wall 
who was killed in Iraq. His name 
was added to a memorial in 
Staffordshire.

This is his son, 
Alex, looking at 
his father’s name 
on the Staffordshire Memorial. Link
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