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Before artists paint a still life, they often draw a 
sketchsketchsketchsketch using pencil or ink.
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Sketches help artists 
to plan their paintings. 
They often have 
sketch books to record 
things they see that 
are interesting.
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Artists start off with 
a basic shape and use 
lineslineslineslines to show where 
shadowsshadowsshadowsshadows are.
Turn to the next page 
to see how artists 
show shadows.
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First they draw an outlineoutlineoutlineoutline. The outline 
shows the shapeshapeshapeshape of the object.

Then they look at where 
light is shining on the 
object. Where there is 
little or no light, they add 
lines to show shadowsshadowsshadowsshadows.

Where there is no light at all, they 
add more lines to make the 
shadows darker.Sa
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Artists talk about 
linelinelineline and tone and tone and tone and tone and 
shadowshadowshadowshadow. All those 
things make their 
drawing look 
more lifelike.
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Vincent 
van 
Gogh 
often 
drew 
sketches 
in letters 
to his 
brother 
Theo.Sa

mp
le 

Sli
de

This sketch is called Still Life with Coffee PotStill Life with Coffee PotStill Life with Coffee PotStill Life with Coffee Pot. 
It was made by Vincent van Gogh in 1888.
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He used his 
sketches to plan 
his paintings.Sa
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When artists paint, 
they know that 
colours can make 
you feel a 
certain way 
about a 
painting.

This is a 
colour wheel. 
It shows warm 
and cool colours.
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Red, orange and yellow 
are called warm colours. 
They make us think of 
sunshine, fire and the 
earth.
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Blue, green and 
grey are called 
cool colours. 
They make us 
think of water, 
sky and shade.
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Artists use 
colours to 
make us 
feel cool 
or warm.

How does 
this 
painting 
make you 
feel?Sa
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Artists also use different 
shades of colours. Not all 
greens are the same colour. 
We say that there are 
different shades – some 
greens are light, some are 
dark and there are many 
shades of green in between. 

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de



Paul Cezanne used 
many shades of red, 
orange and yellow as 
well as green to paint 
his pictures of apples.

He used different 
shades to make some 
apples look ripe and 
ready to eat and 
others sharp and sour. 
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Artists use different shades of colour to show 
light and shadow. It makes you think about how 
things look and feel.
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This is a photograph of a balloon. You can see a 
shiny bit on the balloon. The shiny bit is a  
reflectionreflectionreflectionreflection. The reflection shows where light is 
shining on the balloon.

If you go into a very 
dark room and shine 
a torch on an object, 
you can find out 
where the light hits 
the object and makes 
a reflection.
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Artists use a lighter colour to paint reflections or 
they paint reflections in white.
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Where are the 
reflections?
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Where 
are the 
reflections 
in this 
painting?
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Light and shadows on objects help to show you 
how things might feel. By looking at an object we 
know whether it’s rough, smooth, hard or soft.

This is another 
photograph of an 
arrangement made 
by an artist.

Can you tell where 
the light is shining 
from?
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When the artist was 
happy with his 
arrangement, he used 
a viewfinderviewfinderviewfinderviewfinder to decide 
how much of his 
arrangement he was 
going to draw.

A viewfinder is just like a frame 
and it’s very useful. Do you know 
how it’s used?

Unit 2A Picture This! LINK
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This is a drawing of an artist 
using a viewfinder.

Now can you guess how a 
viewfinder is used?
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It works a bit like 
looking through the 
viewfinder on a camera. 
Just like with a camera, 
the view changes when 
you move closer or 
further away from 
whatever you are 
looking at.
Artists use frames 
like a camera to 
‘frame’ their objects.

viewfinder
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When the artist is happy 
with the view they have 
framed, they make an 
outlineoutlineoutlineoutline drawing of what 
they can see through 
their viewfinder. They 
draw everything they 
can see inside the 
frame and leave out 
anything that is 
outside the frame.
It’s like taking a 
photograph.
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When artists think 
they’ve got the outlineoutlineoutlineoutline
of their drawing right, 
they look for the 
darkest shadows and 
start filling them in.

They work from the 
darkest shadows to the 
lightest shadows. Sa
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Do you think the finished 
drawing looks like 
the photograph?

Can you tell where the darkest shadows are?
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