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Sometimes artists are interested 
in the shapes of objects. They 
experiment with shapes and 
colours.

A computer artist has changed 
a photograph of a green bottle 
into a picture made up of 
hundreds of tiny squares.
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This artist changed the 
shape of his object to 
make it more interesting. 
He painted a clock as 
though it had melted.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
This painting is called Guitar and ClarinetGuitar and ClarinetGuitar and ClarinetGuitar and Clarinet. 
It was painted by an artist called Juan Juan Juan Juan GrisGrisGrisGris in 
1920, almost 100 years ago.

It’s fairly 
easy to tell 
what he’s 
painted but 
does it look 
real? 

Is it lifelikelifelikelifelikelifelike?Sa
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In his still 
life, he 
used the 
same 
shapesshapesshapesshapes
and lineslineslineslines
over and 
over 
again. 

Can you see where he’s repeated lines and shapes?
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Artists arrange 
objects for a still life 
and choose a 
viewpointviewpointviewpointviewpoint to paint 
from. Where do you 
think the artist was 
standing to make 
this picture? Is it 
easy or hard to tell?

Interior: NightInterior: NightInterior: NightInterior: Night 1970 
by Patrick Caulfield.
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When you look at an an object you can see it 
from your viewpointviewpointviewpointviewpoint. If you turn it or look at it 
from a different direction you can see it from 
above, from below, or from the side.

This cup is seen from 
aboveaboveaboveabove – you can 
look into it.

This is a side viewside viewside viewside view. The plastic cup 
is seen from the side. It looks flat.
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These are more pieces 
of art by an artist called 
Patrick CaulfieldPatrick CaulfieldPatrick CaulfieldPatrick Caulfield.

Where was he standing 
when he was looking at 
his chosen objects?
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This is called 
‘Two Jugs’‘Two Jugs’‘Two Jugs’‘Two Jugs’ – and it’s 
by Patrick CaulfieldPatrick CaulfieldPatrick CaulfieldPatrick Caulfield.  

Objects in the front 
of a picture often 
hide part of the 
ones behind.
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Sometimes artists like to make jokes in their 
paintings or try out different ideas.

This painting is called 
PotteryPotteryPotteryPottery.It was painted in 
1969 by Patrick CaulfieldPatrick CaulfieldPatrick CaulfieldPatrick Caulfield.

We can tell that the objects 
are vases, jugs, plates and 
bowls but look closely.Sa
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Where was the artist standing? Which viewpoint viewpoint viewpoint viewpoint 
did he paint from? It’s all a bit confusing!

The pots are shown from 
above and below as well 
as from the side. 
Their strong outlines and 
bright colours make the 
objects easier for us to 
see. When he painted 
‘Pottery’, the artist said 
“it was excuse for me to 
use a lot of colour.”
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Some objects look lifelike 
and others don’t. Which 
of these looks real? 

Is it the jugs or the violin 
hanging on the door?
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This is a photograph 
of a one of the doors 
at a large stately 
home in Derbyshire 
called Chatsworth 
House. The door is 
real, it can be opened 
and closed.

But what about the 
violin hanging on the 
door? Is it real?
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When people look at 
this door, they are 
amazed that the violin 
isn’t real at all – it’s a 
very lifelike painting!

Artists can be very 
clever. They can make 
things look very lifelike. 
They can even make 
objects in a painting 
look as though they are 
real.
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The violin on the door is 
a very clever illusionillusionillusionillusion. 
It looks like a real violin 
but it’s not, it’s a trick.

It was painted almost 
300 years ago by 
a Dutch artist called 
Jan van der Vaart.
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This isn’t just a group of objects 
hanging on a wall or sitting on 
a shelf. The objects might look 
like you could reach out and 
touch them but they’re not real.

It’s hard to believe that this is a 
flat picture. It was painted with 
lots of detaildetaildetaildetail and the shadows shadows shadows shadows 
make the objects seem as 
though they stand out and are 
real.

Old Models by W. M. Harnett 1892
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Can you remember 
what is meant when 
we say that an artist 
has put in lots of 
detaildetaildetaildetail?
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Is this a group of 
old objects or is 
it a painting?
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