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The Moon

The Earth

This is the 
MoonMoonMoonMoon in the 
sky at night.

For hundreds of years people have 
looked at the Moon through 
telescopes and wondered about it.Sa
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As telescopes improved, 
this is what 
astronomersastronomersastronomersastronomers saw 
when they looked 
at the Moon.

Then, about fifty years ago, people began to 
learn more about the Moon in a different way.
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People were curious and wanted to know more 
about space. They began inventing machines that 
they hoped would travel into space and bring back 
lots of new information.
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When people first started to 
explore space, the Russians 
and Americans were fierce 
rivals. They each tried to be 
better than the other and 
both of them wanted to win 
the race to get to the Moon.
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Many people thought that 
the Russians would win
but, before they could get 
to the Moon, they had to 
get up into space!

Russia

America
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On October 4th 1957, people all over the world 
heard strange beeping sounds when they turned 
on their radios. 

The strange 
noises were 
coming from a 
satellitesatellitesatellitesatellite called
SputnikSputnikSputnikSputnik 1111 which 
the Russians 
had launched 
into space. Sa
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Not to beaten in the race to get to the Moon, 
America’s first satellite was launched into space 
the following year. It was called Explorer 1Explorer 1Explorer 1Explorer 1.

Explorer 1Explorer 1Explorer 1Explorer 1 discovered 
just how dangerous it 
would be for people 
to go into space 
without proper 
protection.
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Soon after that, the Russians 
sent the first living being into 
space aboard Sputnik 2. Sputnik 2. Sputnik 2. Sputnik 2. 

They didn’t send a person 
because they didn’t know if 
any living thing could survive.Sa
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The Russians sent LaikaLaikaLaikaLaika the dog. On November 3rd, 
1957, Laika became the very first space traveller.

Sadly Laika died in space when her 
space capsule overheated.

Sa
mp

le 
Sl
ide

The American’s soon began 
sending animals into space too, 
including a squirrel monkey called 
Miss BakerMiss BakerMiss BakerMiss Baker. In this photograph 
she’s inside her space capsule 
ready to launch into space.

Miss Baker 
travelled into 
space on May 
28th 1959 with 
another monkey 
called AbleAbleAbleAble.Sa
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Able and Miss Baker’s flight into space lasted 
15 minutes and they returned unharmed to Earth.

At the same 
time, the 
Russians were 
sending more 
dogs into 
space and 
bringing them 
back alive. Sa
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The American’s sent more animals into space too, 
including a chimpanzee called HamHamHamHam. 

Ham’s space capsule
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Ham the chimpanzee was 
launched into space in a 
space capsule on top of a 
rocket in 1962. 

Ham even had his 
own little spacesuit.Sa
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Before he was launched into 
space, Ham had been trained to 
do simple tasks onboard his 
spaceship by pulling levers. 

By carrying out his tasks, 
Ham proved that people 
would be able to do jobs 
in space.Sa
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Ham’s flight into space 
lasted 16 minutes and 
for 6 of those minutes he 
was weightlessweightlessweightlessweightless. 

If he hadn’t been 
strapped down in his 
seat, he would have 
floated about inside
his capsule.Sa
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This photograph was taken after he returned home 
safe and sound. He’s reaching for an apple to eat.Sa
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Ham proved that it would be 
possible for people to survive 
in space if they had the right 
conditions.

Ham was not only famous, he 
was a space hero. He appeared 
in all the newspapers as well as
on the front cover of LIFE 
magazine.
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