All About
Insects
Dusty decided to make
an information book.
He thought it would be
an interesting way to
send a report to his
friends. Click on the
arrow to begin reading.

Although insects are not
always welcome, they
are an important part of
nature. They pollinate
flowers and are an
important source of food
for many birds, bats and
small animals.
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Flies lay eggs and the
eggs hatch into larvae
which we call maggots.
Then the maggots
change into a pupa or
chrysalis and finally, a
new fly emerges.
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Insects have a pair of
feelers or antennae
which can detect smells
and help the insect find
its way about. They also
help the insect to find
food because the
antennae can
not only feel
but can smell
too.
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Feeding
Lifecycles
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Other insects, such as
grasshoppers, lay eggs
but, when their eggs
hatch, the young insects
look very similar to their
parents. As these
insects grow they
keep shedding
their old skin
and begin to
look more like
the adults.
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The Earth is crawling with
insects. All insects have six
legs and a body covered
by a hard outer skeleton
like a suit of armour.
They come in all different
shapes and sizes. The tiny
fairy fly is so small it’s
hard to see while the
goliath beetle weighs more
than 100g and is as big as
the palm of your hand!
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Most insects have
two fairly large eyes.
A dragonfly has eyes
that take up almost all
the space on its head.
Its large eyes help it to
spot and capture its prey
in mid-air.
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grasshopper lifecycle
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dragonfly
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A ladybird laying eggs on a leaf.
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Feeding
Insects feed on almost
anything which can
include wood, blood,
rotting dung, nectar from
flowers, paper, seaweed
and other insects. They
feed with mouthparts
rather than mouths.
What their mouthparts
look like depends on what
kind of food they eat.
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The eggs
hatch into
larvae which
eat aphids.

Then, the larva
becomes a
chrysalis.

Some insects cause
problems for humans.
Flies spread diseases,
and weevils and locusts
eat farm crops. Parasites
such as ticks and lice
live and feed on farm
animals and sometimes
on humans too.
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fairy fly

goliath beetle
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antennae
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maggots

fly laying eggs

Introduction

Bees are very useful.
Honey bees make honey
and without them, there
would be no honey for
humans to eat.

Insects such as flies,
butterflies
and moths
have
sucking
mouthparts.

SA
MP
LE
S

SA
MP
LE
S

E

SA
MP
LE
S

Some mouthparts are
made for biting solid
food, others are used
for sucking and taking
in liquids such as
nectar from flowers.
Wasps, beetles and
grasshoppers have
biting mouthparts.
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Lifecycles
Most insects begin life as
an egg and change
shape as they grow.
Butterflies are insects.
They lay eggs and
the eggs hatch into
caterpillars. Then the
caterpillar becomes a
chrysalis and finally a
new butterfly emerges.
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and drying
its wings
in the
sunshine.
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Ticks feed on blood and become bloated.

A ladybird
beetle
emerging
from its
chrysalis…

Adult
ladybirds eat
lots of aphids!

A fly feeding on raw meat in the kitchen.
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caterpillar
chrysalis
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butterfly

SA
MP
LE
S

This is the larvae of a
honey bee. Larvae hatch
from eggs and grow in
honeycomb shaped cells
where they are fed by
the worker bees until
they have their wings.

beetle
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Lifecycle of a honey bee

