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Dusty found lots of 
strange little animals in 
the garden so he sent 
another report to his 
friends. Click on the 
arrow to begin reading.

All the little animals in this 
book can be found in 
gardens, although they 
usually stay hidden. 

They mostly come out to 
feed at night or after it’s 
rained. During the day, they 
hide amongst plants and 
under stones and logs. This 
is because they don’t have 
waterproof skin. Without a 
waterproof skin they are in 
danger of drying out and 
dying in the sunshine. 

Snails 

Slugs

Centipedes and Millipedes

Woodlice

SAMPLE SLIDE

Snails Snails Snails Snails 

Most snails that are 
found in gardens feed 
on plants. Some snails 
damage new plants but, 
if there are dead plants 
or decaying leaves, they 
will usually feed on these 
rather than on plants 
that are growing. They 
feed by filing off bits of 
leaf with rows of tiny 
teeth on their tongue.
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In winter and in dry 
weather, snails hide away 
in cracks in walls or under 
stones. Snails hibernate 
during the winter time 
by disappearing into 
their shells and sealing 
the opening with mucus 
that hardens as it dries.
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Snails are nocturnal so 
they are active at night. 
During the day they 
huddle together in 
sheltered places. They 
usually return to the 
same place each time and 
find their way back by 
following their own slimy 
mucus trail. If they are 
not disturbed, snails can 
live in the same spot for 
several years.
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The snail’s shell protects 
it from most predators 
(animals or birds that 
would like to eat it) and 
stops its body from drying 
out. As the snail grows, 
its shell gets bigger. Hedgehogs love to eat snails.
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In dry weather when 
earthworms are hard to 
find, song thrushes eat 
snails. They hammer the 
snails against a stone to 
break open the shells. 
Pieces of shell are left 
around the stone.
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Slugs Slugs Slugs Slugs 

Slugs don’t have a shell 
that they can hide in like 
snails do so, in cold and 
dry weather, they burrow 
deep into the soil. 

Some slugs feed on 
growing plants. They do 
a lot of damage to 
vegetables and plants in 
the garden but others 
prefer fungi, rotting 
plants and dead leaves.
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Snails and slugs make 
slime. As a slug crawls 
along, it lays down one 
kind of slime in patches. 
Another kind of slime is 
given off when the slug 
is attacked by a predator 
such as a hedgehog. Slime trails left by lots of slugs!
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Slugs avoid drying out by 
living in damp places and 
coming out into the open 
only at night or after it 
has rained. Like snails, 
they hibernate in the 
winter.

A single snail can have 
more than 400 babies 
in a year!
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Centipedes and MillipedesCentipedes and MillipedesCentipedes and MillipedesCentipedes and Millipedes

Centipedes are long thin 
animals and their colour 
can be anything from pale 
yellow to brown. They 
have a tough outer coat 
but they aren’t waterproof 
so they hide in damp 
areas where there’s no 
danger of drying out. 
Many live in the soil or 
under piles of leaves, 
stones or logs.

centipede

millipede
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Centipedes don’t have 
100 legs. They have 
one pair of legs on 
each segment of their 
body. Usually they have 
between 30 and 202 
legs depending on what 
kind of centipede they 
are and whether they 
are fully grown. 
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Centipedes can move very 
fast. They hunt insects, 
woodlice, spiders, slugs 
and worms which they kill 
with their poison claws. 
Centipedes attack any 
animal of their own size, 
including other centipedes 
which is why it’s hard to 
find more than one 
centipede under a stone!

SAMPLE SLIDE

Millipedes are dark brown 
or black and their bodies 
are divided into segments. 
Most millipedes have 
between 25 and 100 
segments. They have 
rounded heads, two 
antennae, two eyes and 
one mouth. They breathe 
through holes called 
spiracles which are found 
on their body segments.
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Millipedes don’t have 
1,000 legs. They have 
two pairs of legs on each 
segment of their body 
which means that they 
have between 36 and 
400 legs depending on 
how old they are.
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Millipedes prefer cool, 
damp places so they are 
often found under rocks, 
logs, piles of leaves or 
in the soil. They feed 
mainly on rotting plants.
Millipedes have lots of 
enemies that want to eat 
them including some birds 
and badgers. They curl up 
when they are disturbed 
to protect their legs and 
underside.
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Millipedes can also 
defend themselves by 
making a liquid that 
causes some people to 
get a rash. It’s best not 
to touch a millipede or, 
if you do, to wash your 
hands thoroughly.
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WoodliceWoodliceWoodliceWoodlice

Woodlice are small and 
usually they are grey and 
flat. They have fourteen 
legs and a hard protective 
shell that is made up of 
different parts. Although 
they don’t live in water, 
they breathe through gills 
like fish. That’s because 
they live in dark, damp 
places where there’s a lot 
of moisture in the air.
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Woodlice are nocturnal. 
That means they are most 
active during the night. 
They come out to feed 
at night when the air is 
cooler and damper. 

During the day time they 
hide in walls, under stones, 
under pieces of wood and 
in piles of damp leaves. 
That’s because their skins 
are not waterproof and 
would dry up in the sun. 
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Woodlice have a pair of 
antennae to help them 
find their way around. 
They mainly eat dead 
plants but sometimes they 
will eat young plants that 
are still growing. They 
especially like to nibble 
seedlings and plants that 
grow fruit. Many people 
think that woodlice are 
pests because of this.

antenna
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Woodlice are eaten by 
many creatures including, 
birds, shrews, toads, 
ground beetles, centipedes 
and some spiders. 
Hiding away under logs 
and in crevices helps the 
woodlice to avoid being 
eaten. If its not eaten by 
a predator, a woodlouse 
can live for up to four 
years!
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