Life in a
Pond

Lots of creatures live
in or around ponds.
Read on to find out
about life in a pond.

What is a pond?
On the Surface
Underwater Spiders
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Great Swimmers

Dusty thought his
friends would be very
interested in ponds so
he sent them a report.
Click on the arrow to
begin reading.
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food. They have four eyes
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below the water at
the same time.
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using special hairs on

creatures take in air

through holes called
spiracles.

they make underwater air
bubbles to live in.
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water boatmen trap air

To breathe, both these

underwater weeds. Then

Underwater Babies
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A waterspider in its air-filled web

great diving beetle
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On the Surface
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Pond skaters and whirligig

MP
LE
S

beetles live on the surface of
the water. They eat any

pond skater

insects which fall into the

pond. Pond skaters walk on
the water. They have long
legs that spread out their
weight so they don’t sink.
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Great Swimmers

To make its air filled web,
the spider swims to the
surface and traps a
bubble of air with its legs.
Then it takes the air
bubble back to its web
and releases it so that
the web fills up with air.
The spiders swim out of
their air bubbles to catch
passing insects for food.

MP
LE
S

SA

Water boatmen and

MP
LE
S

great diving beetles are
very good swimmers.

water boatmen

They can store bubbles
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Frog spawn and Toad

spawn. Toad spawn is laid

spawn hatch into tadpoles.

in strings with rows of

Gradually the tadpoles

eggs in a string of jelly.

lose their tails and grow
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adult
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underwater until they

of air which they use to
breathe while they are
underwater.
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the water and are able to
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adults can only breathe
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and toads spend most of
their time on land.
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The lifecycle of frogs and toads.

breathe air. Adult frogs

frog
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wings. However, the

air so they live on land.

larva stage
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This is the damselfly
lifecycle. Damselflies are
insects. They have three
stages in their lifecycle …..
egg - larva - adult.

legs, then they hop out of
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Frogs and Toads

laying eggs

become adults with

Dragonfly young (larva)
and an adult dragonfly

Toad eggs are called toad

toad spawn
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The young live
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Mayfly young (larva) and an adult mayfly

Many different kinds of
creatures grow up
underwater, including
dragonflies, damselflies
and mayflies. Their young
have gills to help them
breathe underwater like
a fish.

Damselfly young (larva) and an adult damselfly
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In winter the surface of
a pond can freeze over.
Ponds, and the land
around, them are home
to lots of different
creatures.

Great diving beetle

Diving beetles keep air
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webs attached to
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They make dome-shaped

Whirligig beetles swim round in circles.

What is a pond?
Ponds are areas filled
with fresh water that
are surrounded by land.
Pond water is shallow
and still. It doesn’t flow
like the water in streams
or rivers so it can become
stagnant or smelly or it
can dry up.
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Frogs and toads lay their
eggs in water. A frog’s
eggs are called frog
spawn and look like tiny
balls of jelly.
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