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Here are three postcards. 

Can you tell 
where they 
came from?

Did you guess?
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Can you find Italy on a map or a globe?

Where is Italy?SAMPLE SLIDE
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Italy has a distinctive shape 
that makes it easy to recognise. 

Where is it?SAMPLE SLIDE
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Do you know what Italy’s 
capital city is called?SAMPLE SLIDE
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The capital of Italy is Rome. What do you know 
or, what can you find out about Italy and Rome? 
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The people who lived there 
spoke a language called Latin.

Long, long ago, Rome was a tiny 
village settlement on the banks of 
the River Tiber in Italy.SAMPLE SLIDE
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Over time, as Rome grew bigger, 
the Romans were determined to 
become the most powerful country 
in the world so, they set about  
conqueringconqueringconqueringconquering other lands             
and people.
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The Romans used different names for the 
countries and people they conqueredconqueredconqueredconquered than the 
names we use today.SAMPLE SLIDE
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To conquerconquerconquerconquer means to attack 
a place and take control of it. 
The Romans conquered many 
countries which then became 
part of the Roman Empire.
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Between around 300 BC and AD 200 Rome grew 
to be a large and powerful city. It became the 
capital of a vast empireempireempireempire that stretched from 
Northern Britain to Iraq in the Middle East.

The Roman Empire

SAMPLE SLIDE
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An empireempireempireempire is a group of countries with many 
different peoples that are all ruled by a single 
government. The Roman Empire lasted for 
hundreds of years.

The Roman Empire

SAMPLE SLIDE
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In their conquered lands, people learned to live like 
the Romans. They wore Roman clothes and spoke 
the Roman language, Latin. The Romans believed 
that their way of life was the best in the world 
and they thought that they were doing the 
people they conquered a favour by 
showing them the ‘proper way’ to live.
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The Romans loved to tell stories about how things 
began. They said that a man called 
Romulus gave the city of Rome its name.SAMPLE SLIDE

www.ks1resources.co.uk

When Romulus and his twin brother Remus were 
born, their uncle had them thrown into the River 
Tiber. The twin babies were rescued and raised by 
a female wolf who fed them and cared for them.

Later, Romulus 
built the first 
city of Rome 
by the river 
and became 
its first king.
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This statue shows the twins with 
the wolf. Rome was named after 
Romulus who was one of the twins. SAMPLE SLIDE
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Rome became a busy, bustling 
place where more than one million 
people lived. For everyone living 
in the Roman Empire, Rome was 
the centre of the world. 

Look at the crowds!
They come here from all over the 

world. Some come for 
entertainment, others have come 

to make their fortunes.
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In order to build the Roman Empire, the Romans 
needed a strong army to help them conquer all of 
the other countries. What do you think it was like What do you think it was like What do you think it was like What do you think it was like 
to be a soldier serving in the Roman Army?to be a soldier serving in the Roman Army?to be a soldier serving in the Roman Army?to be a soldier serving in the Roman Army?

The Roman Empire
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www.ks1resources.co.uk

Objectives:

• place events, people and changes into correct periods of time.

• use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century

and decade.

• to recognise that people have been moving between areas for a long time.

• to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in

Roman times.

• to communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways.

• to ask and answer questions, and to select and record information relevant to the focus of the

enquiry.

• to use the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’.
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