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It is said that 
Christopher Columbus 
was born in 1451 
in Genoa, Italy.
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We know him as Christopher ColumbusChristopher ColumbusChristopher ColumbusChristopher Columbus but his 
actual name was Christobal ColonChristobal ColonChristobal ColonChristobal Colon in Spanish or, 
in Italian, Christofero ColumboChristofero ColumboChristofero ColumboChristofero Columbo.

Although he was 
born in Italy, he 
spoke Spanish as 
his main language.
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When he was 
a little boy 

he lived in the 
beautiful city 
of Genoa in 
the northern 
part of Italy.

Genoa in 1493 around the time 
Christopher Columbus became famous.
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The charts that Christopher learned to draw were 
maps of the sea. They showed sailors where they 
could sail without crashing into rocks or sand 
banks.

This map was 
made some time 
around 1490.
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In those days, people didn’t think that the world 
was very big. Most of the places that Christopher 
Columbus learned about when he was at school 
were in Europe and in parts of Africa and Asia.

A map of the world 
by a German 

mapmaker called 
Henricus Martellus

who worked in Italy.

1489

Where are we?
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Large areas of land such as America 
and Australia were missing because, 
at that time, the people of Europe 
didn’t know they existed.

Where are we?
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The two maps above show 
what Europeans thought the 
world looked like in 1490 
and what we know it really 
looks like.

Where are we?

AFRICA
SAMPLE SLIDE

www.ks1resources.co.uk

Genoa, where Christopher 
Columbus was born and 
grew up, was on the 
Mediterranean sea. Today it 
is the largest seaport in Italy.
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A port is a place that has 
one or more harbours where 
ships can put down their 
anchors and unload their 
cargo or passengers.

The port of Genoa today.

Genoa 
port and 
harbour 
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When 
Christopher 
Columbus 
was a boy, 
Genoa 

was a very 
busy city. 

Many of the 
people who 
lived there 
were sailors.

Many of these sailors took their ships on voyages to distant 
lands such as England, France, Norway and Iceland. 
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During this time there were many pirates out at 
sea. Pirates from one country would try to catch 
and steal ships from other countries and take their 
cargo. Many ordinary sailors were happy to steal 
from each other as the pirates stole from them.
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Every boy who lived near the sea watched the sailors 
and their ships and dreamed of being like them. They 
dreamed of sailing to far off lands and seeing all the 
things that the old sailors talked about.

They wanted to see all 
the strange sights and 
do all the brave things 
they were told about.

Many wanted to be 
pirates to show how 
ruthless and brave 
they could be.
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Christopher Columbus studied hard at school and 
dreamed of going to sea. He wanted to be a brave 
sea captain and to set out on voyages of discovery.SAMPLE SLIDE
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Christopher Columbus first went to sea in 1465. 
He was fourteen years old and was probably a 
cabin boy. His job was to clean, cook, mend clothes 
and move cargo.

He listened to all the stories the sailors told about a 
land far away called 
Cathay. They said 
that it was a land of 
golden houses covered 
in pearls and diamonds.
A very rich land indeed.
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If you look at a 
modern globe or 
a map, you will 
see that there is 
no Cathay.

What the sailors 
were talking 

about was China.

Cathay 1450
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Christopher Columbus listened to their stories about 
Cathay and its riches. He knew that a man called Marco 
Polo had travelled all the way to what we now call Asia 
200 years before he himself was born.

To get to Cathay (China) Marco Polo 
had crossed the vast, empty Desert of 
Lop which we now call the Gobi 
Desert.
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If you look at a globe or a map of the world, you 
will see what a very long voyage it would be to 
sail from Spain and go around Africa to India, 
China and Japan.

China

Spain

Africa

India
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When Christopher 
Columbus was a boy, 
no one really knew 
what shape Africa 
was, or how long it
was, or whether 
ships really could 
sail around it.  

While Christopher Columbus listened to stories about 
those who had tried to find a way around Africa, he 
began to wonder if there was an easier way to get to 
the riches of Cathay.
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When Christopher Columbus was 
a boy, many people thought that 
the world was flat.

As he became a 
man, he believed 
they were wrong. 

What is the use of trying to sail 
around Africa to get to Cathay?  

Why not just sail west from Italy or 
Spain and keep going right around 
the world until you get to Cathay? 

I believe it can be done.

He had studied hard and 
he believed that the world 
was round. He said …

west east
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At that time, Christopher Columbus was a good 
sailor. He’d been the captain of many ships and 
he’d learned a lot about the sea. Even though he 
was a good sailor, people laughed when they 
heard his idea.

How can the world be round? The 
water would spill out, and those who 
live on the other side would all be 
standing on their heads with their 

feet waving in the air. How ridiculous!

Christopher Columbus ignored them.
He knew that others agreed with him.
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This is what 
Columbus 
thought the 
world looked 
like and why 
he was so 

convinced he 
should go 

west to find 
Cathay.
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To make his dream come true, Christopher 
Columbus needed a very rich person to help him 
so, he set about trying to find someone.

Finally, in 1491, he 
received help from 
Fray Juan Perez. 
He was an important 
person in the Roman 
Catholic Church and 
was the Confessor 
to Queen Isabella of Spain.

Statue of Father Juan Perez
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Fray Juan Perez managed to 
persuade Queen Isabella and her 
husband, King Ferdinand, to 
sponsor Columbus.

Christopher Columbus 
explaining his idea to the 
king and queen of Spain.

Queen Isabella
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In return for their sponsorship, Christopher 
Columbus made a deal with the King and Queen. 
The deal was that he would keep only one tenth of 
the riches he brought back. Columbus also agreed 
to spread the word of Christianity.

His dream of His dream of His dream of His dream of 
sailing to sailing to sailing to sailing to 

Cathay was Cathay was Cathay was Cathay was 
about to about to about to about to 
come true.come true.come true.come true.
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