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The harvest was so important because it meant 
there was plenty of food for everyone. Many artists 
painted pictures of the harvest.
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Harvest in Provence by Van Gogh 1888
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Apple Harvest by Camille Pissarro 1888
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Hay Harvest at Éragny by Camille Pissarro 1901
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The Corn Harvest, by Anton Mauve
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The Potato Harvest by Edith Martineau 1888
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Harvest Rest by George Cole 1865

SAMPLE SLIDE People depended on a good harvest so it was no 
wonder they wanted to thank God for all his gifts 

of food at harvest time.
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The idea of celebrating harvest goes back a long 
way, much further than the time of Jesus – and 
people didn’t have to be a Christian to be grateful 
for the harvest. 

Harvest isn’t a specially Christian 
festival in the way that Christmas 
and Easter are, but Christians, like 
other people, have always wanted 
to say thank you at this time of 
year for the harvest gifts they 
were given.
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At the beginning of harvest, when the first wheat 
had been cut, it was made into special little loaves. 
These loaves were taken to church and used at a 
special service on the first day of August. This was 
a way of saying thank you to God for the harvest.
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The service was called ‘loaf-mass’ but later it 
was shortened to ‘Lammas’. It is still known as 
Lammas Day in some parts of Great Britain, but 
Lammas services are now held in only a very few 
churches.

Lammas Day 
celebrated the first 

harvest of the year as 
the new loaves were 

brought into church to 
be blessed.

A special stamp remembering Lammas Day
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Lammas was also the time for farmers to give their 
farm workers a gift of a pair of gloves. In Exeter, a 
large white stuffed glove was attached to the end 
of a long pole that had been decorated with 
flowers and was held up high to let people know 
that the Lammas Festival was beginning.
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Bread is a lovely thing to eat,
God bless the barley and the wheat;

A lovely thing to breathe is air,
God bless the sunshine everywhere;
The earth’s a lovely place to know,

God bless the folks that come and go!
Alive’s a lovely thing to be –

Giver of life, we say, bless thee!
Amen.
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In 1843 a clergyman, 
the Reverend Robert 
Hawker who lived in 
Cornwall, started the 
idea of holding Harvest 
Festivals at the end of 
the harvest. Harvest 
Festival is a celebration 
of the food grown on 
the land. 
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Corn dollies were made from the last stalks of corn 
that had been cut from the field at harvest time. 
Sometimes a very large corn dolly was made and 
carried on top of a pole or placed on top of the last 
cart load of cut corn to celebrate the end of the 
harvest. 
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Corn dollies come in all shapes 
and sizes.

In some places a corn dolly 
was hung up in a farmhouse, 
hung over a door or hung in a 
barn until the following year.

In other towns and villages, 
corn dollies were put on 
display in churches at the 
harvest festival celebration.
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A corn dolly was plaited from 
the last sheaf of corn to give 
the corn spirit a new home for 
the winter. Giving the corn 
spirit a new home meant there 
would be a good harvest the 
following year. 

At one time, people believed 
that a corn spiritcorn spiritcorn spiritcorn spirit lived in the 
cornfield amongst the crop 
and when the corn was cut 
the spirit lost its home. 
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John George Sowerby
1880 In the days before 

there were big farm 
machines like 
combine harvesters, 
harvesting was a 
long and tiring job. 
So it was a great 
relief when the job 
was finished and 
everyone could relax. 
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In the olden days, ‘Harvest Home’ was the most 
important part of the harvest.

Harvest Home was a great feast or harvest 
supper. It was held after the last field had been 
harvested when all was ‘safely gathered in’.

A corn dolly was placed on 
the table at the Harvest 
Feast and then kept until 
the spring to ensure a 
good harvest the 
following year. 
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As well as 
celebrating the 

end of a successful 
harvest with a 

great feast, there 
would be lots of 
dancing. Some 

areas still hold a 
Harvest Dance.
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Christians still hold 
Harvest Festivals, 
not just in country 
churches but in 
town and city 
churches as well.

The important thing 
about Harvest is 
saying “thank you”
to God – for allallallall his 
gifts.
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No wonder that, 
each autumn, 
churches hold 
Harvest Festivals, 
especially in country 
villages. Perhaps you 
have a church 
nearby that will 
celebrate Harvest 
Festival.
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