How does the weather
affect people and their
jobs?

MD 2006

These slides are extracts from actual letters
from real people in real jobs. I would like to
thank them all for helping our Y2 children with
their “weather” topic over all the years that
we’ve been looking at ‘how the weather affects
us’.
Their replies were in response to individual
letters sent out by each child in the class
asking…………………..

Fisherman, miner, dustman,
zookeeper, musician,
welder, painter, engineer,
writer or magician.

My job is affected mainly by wind
and snow. Sometimes, when we have
had lots of wind the electricity goes
off in your house because the wind
has blown electricity cables down.
That means your lights don’t work
and neither does your television.
You can’t have anything warm to eat
or drink either because your cooker
and your kettle won’t work!

postman

builder

electrician

I have a nice warm van but it isn’t
always very nice for the other
postmen who have to use their
bikes to deliver the mail. When it
rains they get wet and they have
to try to keep all the letters dry
while they are delivering them.
When it’s icy it takes us a lot
longer to deliver the letters
because the roads and pavements
are slippy and dangerous.

When we’ve had lots of snow we
can’t get across the fields in our vans
to mend the broken wires because
the fields are too slippery so you
don’t have any electricity.

Painter, pilot, plumber,
glassblower or reporter,
fishmonger, fitter, farmer,
cook or post office sorter.

Business owner

Electrician

Doctor

Postman

Head teacher

Lorry driver
Children’s nurse
Warden

Park Keeper
builder

electrician

It’s best being a postman when
it’s a lovely sunny morning with
no rain or ice or snow to bother
about and everyone is happy
because their post is on time.

postman

I like it when it’s sunny because
the sun warms the air and the soil
and encourages plants and
flowers to grow.
But when it’s hot and there isn’t
much rain I have to make sure all
the plants are watered or they
will die. I have to use a watering
can or a hose to make sure they
get enough water.

I have to travel in my van to a
city called York. I go to the
railway station there to collect
the mail which travels through
the night on the mail train.
I bring it all back to the main
post office in my town in the
early morning so it will be ready
for all the postmen to deliver.

I drive a heavy goods vehicle
and deliver ready mixed
concrete so the weather
really does affect my work.
My lorry is very, very heavy
so, when it is full of cement,
if there is snow and ice on
the road I have to drive very
carefully.

lorry driver

Park Keeper

postman

Supermarket manager
Riding instructor
Poem –

Letters

In winter everything we touch is
very cold and our hands feel like
we’ve been snowballing for a long
time without any gloves on! That
makes it really hard to do our work.

postman

Waste manager

Park Keeper

Poem

If we are working on the roof of a house
and it starts to rain heavily, the inside of
the house can become very wet and
people’s furniture and decorations can be
damaged. They wouldn’t be very happy if
that happened!
Roofs can be very slippy and dangerous
in the wet so we have to be very careful
not to fall off!
In the summer it doesn’t get dark so
early so we can work longer and get
more work done.

Soldier

Builder

So many jobs filling my head
which one will be right for me?
But as I’m only seven now
there’s time to wait and see.

How does the weather
affect your job?

My favourite weather is fine and sunny
because then I can get on with the
work I have to do outside. When it’s
cold and wet it isn’t very nice working
outside.
Every evening I watch the weather
forecast on TV. If they say it is going
to be heavy rain I have to think about
whether I tell my workmen to move to
a job where they can work inside
instead of outside.

To know about the effects of their immediate environment on themselves and others e.g. tolerates reacts and responds to the effect of different
weather conditions
To make observations about seasonal changes in weather
To recognise changes in physical and human features [for example, heavy rain flooding fields].

Light-house keeper, doctor, nurse,
cleaner, long-distance driver,
model, postman, baker, clown,
vet or deep-sea diver.

All Kinds Of Jobs

I don’t like the wind or frost
because that can damage my
plants. The wind can blow my trees
down and damage my flowers and
frost and snow kills off all my
summer flowering plants.

Once there was so much
snow on the roads that I
couldn’t get back with the
mail.
I had to sit in my van and
wait until the roads were
cleared but by then it was too
late to deliver the mail so
nobody got any letters that
day!

When it is very frosty I can’t
deliver concrete because the
water in the concrete freezes
and ruins it. At the end of
the day my lorry is very
dirty and I have to wash it.
In winter when it is frosty it
freezes the water in my
hosepipe so I can’t clean it!

lorry driver

When I arrive at a building
site in the winter, especially
if there has been a lot of rain
or snow, my lorry skids
about on the wet soil. Once
it got stuck fast and I had to
ask someone to come with a
special machine to pull me
out!

lorry driver

I am a nurse and I visit children at
home after they have been in
hospital. My hospital isn’t in the
town where I live so I have to
travel there every day in my car as
well as driving to children’s homes.
Last winter my car skidded on
some ice on the road and crashed
into a big lorry. I wasn’t able to go
to work for a whole month!

When it’s wet mud gets
stuck to my wheels and I
have to be careful not to
take mud onto the roads
because this can cause other
vehicles to have an accident.

Once I couldn’t get to work at all
because the road was blocked with
snow.

children’s
nurse

children’s nurse

When the camp is open in the summer and it
is raining I have to put on my waterproof
clothes and go outside to help the caravan
owners. Sometimes the ground gets very
muddy and they need me to help them push
their caravans out of the mud!
When the camp is closed in the winter and it
is raining I can go and do jobs inside like
repairs.
When it’s windy I just carry on working
outside but if it snows I have to go back and
work inside.

waste
manager

warden

I have lots of workers working for me.
Our job is to supply all sorts of
containers for people to put their
rubbish into and then we collect the
container and the rubbish and take it
to a rubbish tip and dump the rubbish
out.
We supply Wheely bins to schools,
shops, hotels and businesses but we
also supply skips and large containers
to builders and factories.

lorry driver

It’s a lot easier for me when
winter is over and the sun
begins to shine. Then I can
drive around the building
sites without fear of
becoming stuck fast!
My lorry stays a lot cleaner
too when the roads are dry
so I don’t have to spend as
much time washing it.

soldier

waste
manager

On very wet days I get very cold
and wet getting out of my car to go
to patients’ houses. Even in summer
it isn’t easy for me because I live in a
seaside town and if the sun comes
out people who are on holiday drive
very slowly and so my journey takes
longer..

I was a British soldier in a place
called Bosnia. The weather out there
in January was terrible. It was
snowing every day and at night it got
as cold as -20°C. It was FREEZING!!!
We had special clothes to wear when
it was that cold. We had special very
warm boots, thermal arctic socks,
thermal hats, arctic gloves and
thermal all in one suits under our
uniforms.

The type of weather that affects our
job most is not rain but high winds.
When the wind blows hard at the
tipping site the rubbish blows all over
the place and we have to go and pick
it all up again.
When it gets really bad they close the
tipping site and we have to stop
tipping. When all our wagons are full
and we can’t tip, we have to stop
collecting any more rubbish from our
customers and they are not happy!

children’s
nurse

lorry driver

Sometimes when children are on
holiday they stay on the beach too
long and get sunburnt. When they
are badly sunburned I have to put
bandages and special cream on for
them. Of course that doesn’t happen
in winter!
I like it when it is a nice bright
spring day that is not too hot to do
my work.

soldier

The snow and ice made it very difficult for
us out there, especially on long journeys.
Before the snow came a journey might
take us 5 hours but after the snow came,
the same journey would take us 10 or 12
hours because we had to drive over
mountains which were very high and
steep. I drove a Landrover Defender 90
with 4 wheel drive and that was very
good for those conditions but I still had to
put snow chains on so I could get up the
steep mountain side in the snow.

In the middle of the summer
when the weather is very hot,
the men who work with
concrete have to work quicker
because the hot sun makes the
concrete go hard sooner.
As you can see over the whole
year, as the weather changes
from season to season, it
affects my work in lots of
different ways.

I live at the seaside and I look after a
big caravan park where people keep
their caravans so they can have a few
weeks holiday in them every year.
The weather affects my job in lots of
ways because nearly all of my work is
done outside. I like it best when it’s
sunny and warm. I don’t like winter
when it’s cold, dark and wet because it
stops me doing things I need to do like
painting and mending things outside..

soldier

We have problems in winter when the
roads are covered in ice or snow. All
our drivers have to be very careful not
to run off the roads with their lorries.

waste
manager
waste
manager

lorry driver

warden

It was also difficult following a convoy
of lorries up a steep, twisty, snowy
mountain track - a convoy is 4 or more
vehicles travelling together. Sometimes
our convoy would meet another
convoy that was coming down the
mountain while we were trying to go
up. It caused lots of problems.
Sometimes there were accidents and
sometimes a track got blocked so we
had to wait hours for it to be cleared
while the snow was getting worse!

Once we sent two lorries to work in
Scarborough. Then the snow fell and
the road back was blocked. One of
the wagons got part of the way back
but the driver got stuck and had to
leave his wagon and come home on
the train but then before the train got
him home, the trains were stopped
because of snow on the tracks. He
had to find somewhere else to sleep
that night.

waste
manager

The other wagon and driver had to
stay in Scarborough for three days
before the road was unblocked by a
snow plough. We had to pay for him
to stay in a hotel but I think he had
very good time there!
We can cope with most types of
weather but in the summer when the
sun shines everything seems to go
much better.

I’m a doctor and I work in the
casualty department at a hospital.
My hospital is at the seaside so in
the summer we see lots of patients
who have had accidents on the
beach. Sometimes we have children
who have been paddling and have
stepped on a weaver fish and been
stung. It is very painful and luckily
it doesn’t happen very often!

Head
teacher

doctor

Three years ago the children and
teachers couldn’t get into the
village because all the roads were
blocked by snow. I had to shut the
school for six days.
If we have a lot of dry, sunny
weather we can use our big school
field to play on rather than our
much smaller playground. I don’t
think any of us like wet playtimes!

riding
instructor

In the summer more people
come to learn how to ride but
in winter there are fewer
people because it is colder and
is often wet. People like to be
outside when it is warm and
dry but not when it is cold and
wet! I don’t like the cold either
so I wrap up warm.

My job is selling animal feeds to
farmers all over the country.
When the weather is bad and the
roads are blocked with snow it is very
hard to get the lorries to the farms to
deliver the feed for the cattle and
sheep. Luckily this doesn’t happen
very often!
When the weather is cold the cattle
and sheep eat more to help them keep
warm so we are kept busy in the
winter.

When it is very hot in the summer
quite a lot of old people can’t
manage in the heat and they fall
over in the street or faint and have
to be brought to hospital by
ambulance.
In the winter when it is icy, old
people can slip on the icy
pavements and break a bone.
Children also have accidents in the
wintertime when they fall on slippy
surfaces.

business
owner

business
owner

Old people and children like
yourselves, have more coughs
and colds in the wintertime and
we see more people who are
poorly because they have
caught a winter virus.
It’s a time to take care to wrap
up warm and make sure you eat
good healthy food.

doctor

I am in charge of a supermarket and
the weather affects us because it
changes what people buy and what we
have to order and put on our shelves.
supermarket When it’s cold people like to eat hot
manager
food so they buy a lot of soups.
When it’s hot they don’t want so much
hot food so they buy lettuces and
tomatoes and things to make salads.
When the weather is very bad we
don’t get as many customers.

riding
instructor

When the spring comes this is the
time when the farmers plant their
grass seeds. It is also another busy
time for us because we supply grass
seed as well.
In the summer all the cattle and sheep
are grazing on the meadows and
farmers are busy cutting hay and
silage to feed their animals in the
winter months.We don’t need to
deliver quite so much feed then.

In the summer the horses can
go out into the fields and eat
grass but in the winter they
have to be kept in the stables
where it is warmer and dryer
for them. They eat more hay
and dried food in the winter
because they can’t eat the
grass. Because they are in the
stables more I have to muck
out the stables more too!

In the autumn when the frosts begin
and the grass stops growing, the
farmers bring all their cattle and
sheep in from the meadows to be kept
inside for the winter where it’s nice
and warm.That’s the time when we
start to get busy again.

Head
teacher

doctor

supermarket
manager

Our delivery drivers don’t like the winter
very much especially when it is foggy
because that makes it hard for them to
see very far infront of them when they
are driving and means their journey
takes longer.
They don’t like snow or ice because it
can be dangerous and makes driving
hard. Last winter some of our deliveries
were very late and our shoppers were
complaining because we ran out of fresh
things like milk and bread.
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riding
instructor

business
owner

I am the head teacher at a little
village school and I am a class
teacher as well. How does the
weather affect my job?
Well, if there is a strong wind the
children always seem to get excited
and noisy. In winter when we have
snow and frost the children enjoy
playing outside but I have to deal
with a lot of accidents because
children fall over on the ice or get
hit in the face with an icy snowball!

I work at a riding stables. I
look after all the horses and
teach people to ride. In the
summer it is a lovely job
because usually it is warm
and sunny but I have to
wear special clothes and
they can make me very hot!

