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Hanukkah

What is Hanukkah?
The Dreidel Game

What is
Hanukkah?

Dreidel Song

Chanukah
Hannukha

Special Food
Latkes Recipes
Cheese (and the story of Judith)
Cards and gifts to celebrate

Shalom and Welcome

This made the Jews very angry
and they were determined to fight
the Syrian king to get their temple
back.
Led by Judah Maccabee, the Jews
succeeded in winning the battle
and throwing the Syrians out.
When they returned to their
temple they found a terrible mess.
The Jews were very sad but they
cleaned it to make it holy again.

For each of the eight days of
the festival, the Hanukkah is
lit. in Jewish homes and
synagogues a nine-branched
candle stick or menorah is lit.
One candle is lit each
evening until on the eighth
day all the candles are
burning.

During Hanukkah children and adults have fun
playing the dreidel game..

Hanukkah dates 2006 to 2016
Links

Hanukkah is the Jewish
festival of light. It is an
eight day festival that
begins on the 25th of the
month of Kislev
(November or December).

Hershel & the Hanukkha Goblins LINK

To make their temple holy again
they needed to light the temple’s
special candle called the
Menorah. This candle was really
meant to burn all the time.
They searched for the special oil
they used for the temple light.
They found just enough oil to keep
the special temple light going for
one day. The menorah was lit even
though it was only expected to burn
for that one day.

To play the Dreidel game each
player begins the game with a
set number of game pieces.
These can be coins, sweets,
nuts or other things. At the
beginning of each round every
player puts one game piece
into the middle or in the pot.
When it is your turn, you spin
the dreidel.

The Syrians, who were not Jews, had
destroyed the Jewish temple because
they wanted the Jews to worship their
god Zeus.To stop the Jews worshipping
at their own temple the Syrians had put
their own statues of Zeus there, killed
pigs inside the temple and forbidden the
Jews to enter.

But the oil lasted for not one
day but eight days! That was
enough time for new oil to be
made.
After that Judah Maccabee
said that an eight day holiday
called Hanukkah would be
celebrated every year
beginning on the 25th day of
the Hebrew month of Kislev.

The highest candle is called
the Shamash or ‘servant’
candle and is used to light all
the others.
The menorah is lit by the head of the household
in a special way. The candles in the menorah
are placed from right to left but the candles are
lit from left to right. The Shamash is lit first
each night and is used to light all the other
candles. Jewish people are forbidden to use the
Hanukkah lights for anything, even to light
another candle on the menorah.

Hanukkah celebrates the
victory of Judah
Maccabee over
Antiochus, a Syrian king.

Nowadays, the festival of
Hanukkah candles, which
means dedication,
celebrates the miracle of
the oil in the temple and
the Hanukkah light.

A dreidel is sometimes given to the children as a
gift.

Special prayers are said and
songs are sung. Synagogues
hold parties on the Sabbath and
a special game of spinning the
dreidel is played.

The dreidel is a small spinning
top. It has four sides and each
side is marked with one of the
Hebrew letters N G H or Sh (nun
gimmel hey shin). The meaning
of the letters are in the saying
“Nes gadol haya sham” which
means “a great miracle
happened there”.

Each of the four letters mean something.
When the dreidel falls it
will land on one of the
four letters. Depending on
which letter your dreidel
falls on you give or get
game pieces from the pot.

N (Nun) means ‘nothing’ so you
do nothing.
G (Gimmel) means ‘everything’ so
you get everything in the pot.
H (Hey) means ‘half’ so you get
half of what’s in the pot.
Sh (shin) means ‘put in’ so you
must put a game piece in the pot.
You keep playing until you run out of game pieces.

Here is a song you can sing about a
dreidel
I have a little dreidel,
I made it out of clay;
And when it's dry and ready,
Then dreidel I shall play.
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,
I made it out of clay;
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,
Now dreidel I shall play.

Potato Latkes Recipe (1)
750g potatoes, grated
2 small onions, minced
3 tablespoons cornflour
1 tablespoon fresh parsley, finely chopped
1 dash black pepper, freshly ground
2 tablespoons soy sauce

Mix all the ingredients in a bowl. Coat a skillet
with a non-stick cooking spray. Form 8 cm
patties and cook over medium heat until crisp on
both sides.

Cheese is another
special food eaten at
Hanukkah. This custom
comes from the story
of a very brave Jewish
woman called Judith
who saved a whole
town of people by
serving a Syrian
general with a meal
rich in cheeses.

Chanukah
Holiday Dates 20062006-2016
2006: Dec. 15 (begins at sundown)
2007: Dec. 4 (begins at sundown)
2008: Dec. 21 (begins at sundown)
2009: Dec. 11 (begins at sundown)

It has a lovely body
With legs so short and thin;
And when it is all tired
It drops and then I win.
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,
With legs so short and thin;
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,
It drops and then I win.

My dreidel is always playful
It loves to dance and spin;
A happy game of dreidel
Come play, now let's begin.
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,
It loves to dance and spin;
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,
Come play, now let's begin.
Click Here to play the dreidel game
(Sing these verses twice)

Latkes Recipe (2)

Latkes Recipe (2)

Ingredients
•2 potatoes peeled
•1 small onion peeled
•2 eggs
•3 tbsp. milk
•2 tbsp. melted butter
•1/4 cup flour
•1/2 tsp. salt
•black pepper
•butter, for frying
•sour cream

Instructions:
1. Grate potatoes and onions into a medium sized
bowl.
2. Melt the butter in another bowl
3. Mix the eggs and milk with the melted butter.
4. Pour the mixture over the grated potatoes and
onions and stir to mix.
5. Drop small amounts of the mixture (about a
quarter of a cup) onto the hot griddle or skillet
6. Spread the mixture out to make a pancake
7. Cook until brown on both sides
8. Serve with sour cream.

The rich cheeses made
the general very thirsty
and to quench his thirst
Judith gave him wine.
She gave him so much wine that he
fell into a drunken sleep. She took
away his sword and left. Of course,
without their general to lead them,
his army fled for their lives and the
town was saved!

Latkes Recipe (2)
You need:
1. A medium sized bowl
2. A smaller bowl
3. A grater
4. A griddle or a skillet
5. A cup

Story – Latke who couldn’t stop screaming Link

Greetings cards are sent to
friends and family and
presents are often given,
sometimes one for each
night of the festival.
Often the gifts are
Hanukkah gelt (chocolate
money) which can then be
used when playing the
Dreidel game.

Dreidel Letters:
Nun Colouring Page Click Here
Gimmel Colouring Page Click Here
Hey Colouring Page Click Here
Shin Colouring page Click Here
Song that explains the game Click Here
Hebrew Aleph-Bet (good resource) Click Here

2010: Dec. 01 (begins at sundown)
2011: Dec. 20 (begins at sundown)
2012: Dec. 08 (begins at sundown)
2013: Nov. 27 (begins at sundown)
2014: Dec. 16 (begins at sundown)
2015: Dec. 06 (begins at sundown)
2016: Dec. 24 (begins at sundown)

As well as lighting
candles on the menorah,
latkes (a kind of potato
pancake) are fried in oil
and eaten to remind the
Jews of the miracle of the
oil in the temple.
Sufganiyot (doughnuts)
are also eaten.

Lil’ Fingers Hanukkha Click Here
Online Menorah Click Here
Link to the history behind this festival Click Here
Colouring Pages Link Click Here

www.ks1resources.co.uk

Celebrating Hanukkah

