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St. Nicholas
in the
Netherlands

In the weeks before St.
Nicholas Day (December 6th)
he goes around the country
finding out whether children
have been good or bad.
His servant is called Zwarte
Piet and they both visit
children in schools, hospitals,
shops and even at home.
The bakeries are busy making special
biscuits shaped like St. Nicholas.

People still decorate their
homes and shops for
Christmas. Christmas trees
are decorated and
poinsettias are bought.
Everyone loves to sing
carols.

In the Netherlands (Holland) people celebrate
St. Nicholas Day on December 6th but who is
St. Nicholas?
The Story of Santa Claus
began with St. Nicholas.
He was a kind of bishop
who lived long ago and
gave money to the poor.
In Holland he is often
called Sinterklaas.
An old picture of St. Nicholas

On the evening of December 5th, the children
put out their shoes and their wish-lists and a
carrot or hay or perhaps a saucer of water for
his horse. When St. Nicholas comes by later, he
leaves chocolate coins, sweets and little gifts in
their shoes but of course, St. Nicholas never
leaves the shoes where the children left
them. He likes to play tricks by
hiding them!
And of course everyone
hopes for sweets, not sticks,
coal or a bag of salt!

All Dutch children know that St. Nicholas
(or Sinterklaas as they often call him) lives in
Spain.
They also know that each
year at the end of
November he and his
Servant come by boat from
Spain to visit the
Netherlands (Holland).
He rides into every town
and village on a white
horse.

The people cheer, the
church bells ring and there
is often a band leading the
procession with policemen
on motorbikes, their lights
flashing.

Dutch children are lucky because their
celebrations (St. Nicholas Day) start earlier than
any other children in any other country!

Because children receive their presents and
sweets from St. Nicholas on St. Nicholas Day,
they don’t always receive many presents on
Christmas Day.

St. Nicholas Day is
all about giving. The
fun is trying to
surprise people and it
is the giving of the
gift that is important.

On Christmas Day it is
more important to
spend time with family
members, to relax and
to enjoy each other’s
company. It is after all
a celebration of the
birth of Jesus!

Christmas is celebrated on two days. On Christmas
Eve the Christmas tree is often lit for the first time,
sometimes with real candles and many people go to
church.

The day after Christmas Day is time to enjoy
being together and people might go to see a
play or eat in a nice restaurant.

On Christmas Day
families get together
for their Christmas
meal with a table lit
by candles.

The children always
have two weeks
holiday from school.
They probably hope
that it will snow, just
as we do!

Kerstbrood (Christmas loaf) and Kerstkrans
(Christmas Ring) are eaten instead of our
Christmas cake, Christmas pudding and mince pies.

St. Nicholas arrives wearing a bishop’s robe. On his
head he wears a mitre. He has a beard, white gloves
and rides a white horse. Seated on his horse, he is
greeted by the mayor then he rides around the city
with his servant walking at his side.
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An old Christmas picture

