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Christmas
In Germany

At Christmas time
German families
don’t use holly for
decoration but
they do have an
Advent wreath
with four red
candles and of
course they have
an Advent calendar
just like we do!

Just like us, German children can’t wait to open
their presents and grown ups look forward to
their Christmas Eve meal - perhaps a special meal
of fish and potato salad.
Often a gingerbread
house is made for
Christmas and there
are chocolate Santas,
homemade biscuits
and gingerbread to
eat.
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Merry
Christmas
From
Germany

Silent Night carol

Where is
Germany?

O Tannenbaum

German families have a Christmas tree too.
They are are mainly silver or gold with baubles, tinsel
and a star or an angel on the top.
Often families have a nativity scene under their tree.
The Christmas tree is
decorated in the afternoon
on Christmas Eve but
children have to wait.
The room is locked and
they aren’t allowed to see
the decorated tree until
after their presents have
been delivered!

Often real
candles are
used instead
of electric
Christmas
lights.
A Christmas
pyramid that was
sometimes used
long ago instead of
a tree.

To end the day family go to church to celebrate
midnight mass and to sing Christmas carols.
The 25th and 26th
December are still
holidays and will be
busily spent visiting
family and friends.

The Christmas Crib

Christmas starts early in Germany. On the evening
of December 5th (St. Nicholas Day) children leave
their shoes or boots outside their front door.
That night, if children have been good, St. Nicholas
visits and fills them with sweets,
chocolates, oranges and nuts.
St. Nicholas always has his
servant with him and if children
have been naughty, his servant
leaves bundles of twigs in
their shoes!
This is a very old picture of St. Nicholas.
Have you noticed the old fashioned doll?

Christmas Eve, December 24th is the most important
day in Germany. On that day families often go to a
special church service called a Christmas Mass at four
o’clock in the afternoon.

By the time they get home
children are hoping that all
their presents have been
delivered and there will be a
plate full of sweets under
the tree for each of them!

Stille Nacht! Heil'ge Nacht!
Alles schläft; einsam wacht,
nur das traute heilige Paar.
Holder Knab im lockigem Haar,
schlafe in himmlischer Ruh,
schlafe in himmlischer Ruh!
Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!
Gottes Sohn, o wie lacht
Lieb´ aus deinem göttlichem Mund,
da schlägt uns die rettende Stund.
Jesus in deiner Geburt!
Jesus in deiner Geburt!

Germany is a big country and lots of people
celebrate Christmas
In some parts of the
country people believe that
a messenger is sent on
Christmas Eve. This is ‘das
das
Christkind’,
Christkind’ a tiny angel in
a white robe and crown
who helps to bring the
presents.
Of course there is also der Weihnachtsmann
(Christmas Man) who brings gifts and he looks just
like Santa!
Santa

The family have their Christmas meal, read the
Christmas story and at last …………………
If the children are patient
enough, they just might
hear a bell ringing.
Then they will know their
presents have arrived and
they can at last unlock the
door to see the Christmas
tree and open
their presents!

We eat Christmas
cake. German
people eat a fruit
cake called a
Christmas “Stollen”

O Tannenbaum ! O Tannenbaum !
wie grün (treu) sind deine Blätter !
Du grünst nicht nur zur Sommerzeit ;
nein auch im Winter, wenn es schneit !
O Tannenbaum ! O Tannenbaum !
wie grün (treu) sind deine Blätter !

