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Here are some pictures of a famous city in England.
Can you guess which city it is?

Did you guess that it is our capital city, the city 
of London?

Here are two very old 
drawings of London. 
A long time ago London 
looked like this.

Here is another very old picture of London.

Many of the buildings in London are very old.
Buildings can tell us a lot about how things 
used to be a long time ago.

This building is in Fleet 
Street in London.
It was built in 1611, 
almost 400 years ago!

When it was built it was 
called the Prince’s Arms 
and was used as a tavern –
a place where ale was sold. 

It looks different to the other buildings on either side of it. 

Can you think how it is different?

Four hundred years ago, 
the houses in London were 
built with wooden frames.
We call houses like this 
timber-framed houses.

The first picture shows you 
part of the building that 
overhangs the street below.
400 years ago people would 
open the windows and throw

their dirty water (or worse the contents of their 
chamber pots) onto the street below!

Modern houses like the ones 
you live in aren’t made of 
wooden frames.
They are made of bricks and 
plaster. The only wooden 
frames we have are there to 
support the roof!

This is a model of a 
very beautiful house. 
It was built in London 
in 1577 more than 
400 years ago. 

It was called ‘Nonesuch House’ 
and it had a timber frame. It was 
built on the old London Bridge. 
If you look carefully at the black 
and white picture you can see the 
bridge crossing the River. 

Who do you think 
might have lived in a 
house like this?

Did you guess that it 
was a rich person who 
would have lived 
there?

Here is another 
picture showing the 
old bridge and the 
buildings that were 
built across it.

London Bridge changed over the years.

What is missing?

nearly 400 years ago

100 years ago

Did you guess that it was the buildings?

This is a drawing of the 
buildings on the bridge. 
Most of the bridge had 
houses and shops built 
along each side. 

They were so close together that for people 
walking along it was almost like walking through 
a tunnel! Most people who visited the bridge 
either wanted to cross the river or just wanted to 
use the shops.

Many of the buildings were very tall 
and were made of wood with 
thatched roofs.

These models show what some of the houses on 
the bridge looked like. 

400 
years ago!



In 1666 something happened to the houses 
and shops on London Bridge.

Can you guess what might have happened?

The tall building in the middle 
of the photograph is a very 
old monument. 
It was built more than 300 
years ago by a famous 
architect called Sir Christopher 
Wren in remembrance of 
something that happened in 
London in 1666. Can you 
guess what happened? 

Can you guess what this is a 
photograph of? This is another model. Did you guess what happened?

This is the monument 
that was built in 
remembrance of the 
Great fire of London 
which happened in 
1666.

Visitors to London can see 
the monument and they can 
climb all the way to the top.

These are the steps inside the 
monument. It is a spiral staircase.

Objectives Objectives Objectives Objectives 
Children should learn:
•where the Great Fire broke out 
•when the fire happened 
•to place the event on a time line showing periods in the history of England

Children should:Children should:Children should:Children should:
•locate the event on a time line and recognise that it took place in London

Activity:Activity:Activity:Activity:
Provide a context for the story. Provide a context for the story. Provide a context for the story. Provide a context for the story. 
Show the children pictures of central London today.Show the children pictures of central London today.Show the children pictures of central London today.Show the children pictures of central London today.
Encourage them to work out the name of the cityEncourage them to work out the name of the cityEncourage them to work out the name of the cityEncourage them to work out the name of the city
Show them the monument commemorating the Great Fire.Show them the monument commemorating the Great Fire.Show them the monument commemorating the Great Fire.Show them the monument commemorating the Great Fire.
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