MD 2007
The Great Fire
Of London
Introduction

This is a timeline.
The numbers you can
see are years.
We also call them
dates. Do you know
what year it is now?
Do you know the date?

Long ago there was a terrible fire in London.
It was called the Great fire of London. There are no
photographs to tell us what happened because it
happened a long time before cameras were invented.

When did the fire start – how long ago?
How do we know about the Great Fire?
Where did it start?
How the fire spread (map)
Links, objectives, activities, outcomes

1600
1666
1700
1800
1900
2000

2012

2100

There were no cameras but people made engravings
and drawings that tell us about the Great Fire of
London.

100 years is
called a century.
On the timeline
each century has
a different colour.

The Great Fire
of London was
in the year
1666. Can you
see how long
ago it was?

This is a model
someone made
not very many
years ago.
It shows us what
the Great Fire of
London might
have been like.

1600
1666
1700

How do
we know
about the
Great Fire?

1800
1900
2000

The Great Fire of London began early in the
morning of Sunday 2nd September 1666.
How long
ago was
that?

We know about the fire because
Samuel Pepys and John Evelyn who
lived at that time and saw the fire
kept diaries.
In their diaries they wrote about
what happened and how they felt.
The diaries were saved from the fire
and were kept safe and protected so
that people could learn about what
happened long ago.

Newspapers like this
one told readers what
happened just like our
newspapers report the
news today.
The old newspapers
were kept safe
because they had
important information
in them, that’s why
we can still see them
in museums.
Read

2012
An ink pot similar to one the writers would have
used to dip their quills into.

2100

This is a painting that was painted after the fire.
It shows London burning.

This one
shows
people
escaping
from the
flames in
boats.

Lots of things were found after the fire. We call
them artefacts. This is a very old manuscript.
On the inside cover it says ‘This book was water
stained and spoilt in the Great Fire of London
1666’

This is a piece of
timber that was
partially burned in
the fire. Where
might it have come
from?
It came from one of the
wooden buildings!

Before/After

Here are more things that were found in the burnt
out buildings after the fire. They are now in the
Museum of London.

This building in
London is over
300 years old.
It survived the
Great Fire of
London in 1666
when other
buildings close
to it were
destroyed.

The Great Fire began with a little fire in a bakery.
The bakery was in a street called
Pudding Lane. Pudding Lane is still
there in London but the bakery isn’t!
Why not?

Where did
the fire
start?

This is a tax bill for the
buildings in Pudding Lane
at the time of the fire.
Most of the buildings were
built with wood not brick
like our buildings today.
Straw was laid on floors
and stored in stables and
outhouses. Accidental fires
often started because the
materials used for building
burned so easily.

•
This is a photograph
of a monument that
stands in London.
It was built in 1677,
eleven years after the
Great Fire. It is 61
metres tall!

This is what
Pudding Lane
looks like today
How is it
different?

Objectives
Children should learn:

The fire started in
Pudding Lane and
the monument was
built so people could
remember the fire.

This PowerPoint recaps what has
been learned in the first two and
prepares for the next one – the
story of the fire.

Where the Great Fire broke out
When the fire happened
To place the event on a time line showing periods in the history of England
Children should:
Locate the event on a time line and recognise that it took place in London
Place 'a very long time ago' and the Stuarts on a time line
Activity:
Provide a context for the story.
Show the children pictures of central London today.
Encourage them to work out the name of the city
Show them the monument commemorating the Great Fire.
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The monument is 61 metres from
where the fire started in the baker’s
shop in Pudding Lane in 1666.
It is possible to
climb all the way
to the top by
climbing a
narrow winding
staircase with
311 steps!

What does this map tell you?

KEY

It shows how the fire started in a small area
and spread to a bigger area of London!

