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This painting is called
‘Children’s Games’.
It was painted more
than 400 years ago
by an artist called
Pieter Bruegel.

Claude Monet was a
French artist.
Like many artists he
painted pictures of
his family.

Toys in Art
This picture was painted
in 1872. It’s a painting of
Jean Monet, Claude
Monet’s son on his
mechanical horse.

His painting shows
children playing all
sorts of games.
Some of their games
are still played
today.

Jean Monet

‘Three Children
Playing With A
Toy Farm’ by
Hendrick Heyligers

‘Children Playing’
by
Elena Kostenko
1963

Children Playing 1950s painting

This is a painting
called ‘Still life with
painting, hat and
toy’. 1994

‘Mickey and Van Gogh’
By Robert Meredith

The Toy Shop
by Peter Blake
(1962) shows
a toy shop
door and a
window full of
real toys.

It looks like a
Victorian toy
shop.

The artist, Peter Blake, had saved most of his
childhood toys and made them into a collage. The
collage has wood, glass and of course the toys.

The artist chose the toys carefully so that they
would remind him of some of the toys and games
he enjoyed when he was a child.

This is what the artist
said about this
painting:
“On a very long bus
journey, I told my
daughter many old
family stories, which
got me to thinking
about my childhood
toys, teen-age
phonograph records,
1950’s cars, and so
on. Back in my studio,
I was stuck for ideas.

By Jeff Clemens

How to get back to work? I began rummaging around, picking out objects that I
had owned for ages, some since my childhood - whatever caught my eye that day.
I set them on a table against the wall and just started arranging and rearranging
them, taking pictures as I went. Then I started to paint.”
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