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Derrick with his mum when he was just 3 years old.

Harry and 
Lizzie, Derrick’s 
mum and dad 

when they were 
50 years old.

Part ThreePart ThreePart ThreePart Three
bathtime and cooking

MD 2007 Do you remember what the 
bathroom in the house where 
grandpa Derrick used to live 
looks like now ?

There was no bathroom 
when grandpa Derrick 
was a little boy so how 
did they manage?
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When you were a new baby 
you probably had your very 
own plastic baby bath 
where your mummy bathed 
you. 
When you learned to sit up 
you might have had a special 
baby seat to fit in the big bath 
in your bathroom.

Do you think grandpa Derrick 
would have been bathed using 
either of these? Why not?
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When grandpa Derrick 
was a baby his mum 
washed him in the sink 
in the sculleryscullerysculleryscullery (the 
kitchen).

The sink looked like 
this but there was 
only one tap and the 
water was cold! 

How did Lizzie warm the water for 
his wash? What did she have to 
do?
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His mum, Lizzie, had 
to warm the water 
up before she could 
wash baby Derrick 
in the slop stone slop stone slop stone slop stone 
sinksinksinksink.

How do you think she warmed 
the water up?
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Next to the sculleryscullerysculleryscullery was the back roomback roomback roomback room. 
In the back room there was something that was 
called a kitchen rangekitchen rangekitchen rangekitchen range. This is what it looked like.

Can you guess 
how the water 
was heated 
up? 
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Here is a drawing of another kitchen range.

Cooking pots heating up on topA water 
container 
with a tap.
The 
container 
was kept 
filled up 
and the 
water then 
heated up 
next to the 
fire.

A fire box or fire in the middle 

An oven 
that was 
heated up
by the 
heat of 
the fire.

Did you guess?
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Did you notice the kettle on the range?

This is what Lizzie’s 
kettle would have 
looked like. 

How is it different to 
your kettle?

Lizzie’s kettle was 
made of cast iron and 
it was very heavy. 
What is your kettle 
made of?
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Lizzie’s kettle didn’t 
use electricity because 
they didn’t have 
electricity in the house 
when grandpa Derrick 
was little. 
There was a special 
hook over the fire on 
the range and the 
kettle was hung on the 
hook to be heated up 
by the fire. 
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There was no 
bathroom in their 
house in those days 
so when grandpa 
Derrick got a little bit 
bigger he would have 
a bath infront of the 
fire just like his mum 
and dad did.

Can you see the tin 
bath in this picture?
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The tin bath that grandpa Derrick’s family 
used looked just like the one in the photo.

It had a little handle at each end. 
Can you guess why?
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When it wasn’t being used, the 
bath was hung on the wall 
outside the back door. The 
little handle slipped onto the 
hook on the wall.

In those days it was such a 
huge job to heat enough water 
to have a bath that people 
only had one bath a week –
usually on Fridays. The rest of 
the time they washed in the 
slop stone sink in the scullery.
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Some of Lizzie’s neighbours used a hip bathhip bathhip bathhip bath like 
this one. Why do you think the kettle is there?

In those days only 
rich people had 
bathrooms in their 
houses. For everyone 
else, having a bath in 
front of the kitchen 
range or the fire 
meant it was a much 
warmer place to have 
a bath!
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night there would be no hot water to 
have a wash or to make a cup of tea 
in the morning. Then Harry would 
have to get up half an hour early to 
light the fire and wait for it to heat 
up enough to boil the water for his 
cup of tea before he could go to 
work.

The fire in the range was usually kept going all 
the time in winter but in the summer the heat 
from the fire made it too hot in the house so 

they often let it go out during the night.
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Because the back room was kept warm by the 
fire in the range that was the room that Lizzie, 
Harry and grandpa Derrick used most when he 
was a little boy.

There wasn’t very 
much furniture in 
the room. Harry 
and Lizzie each 
had a comfy chair 
to sit on and there 
was a table for 
when they ate 
their meals. 
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Do you remember what the room was called 
where grandpa Derrick used to be washed in the 
slop stone sink?

It was called the scullery.scullery.scullery.scullery.
The scullery was used for 
chopping vegetables, washing up 
pots and pans and for doing the 
family’s washing.
There was no cooker in the 
scullery.
Where did Lizzie cook their food?
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Did you guess that the range 
was used for cooking as well?

When grandpa Derrick was 
a little boy his mum, Lizzie, 
used the range to cook on. 
She didn’t have a cooker 
like the one you have now.

Lizzie cooked everything on or infront of the fire. 
If she wanted to cook bacon she would hang the 
bacon up on hooks infront of the fire and as it 
cooked the fat would drip into the flames.

Sa
mp

le S
lide

If Lizzie wanted to cook meat she 
would roast it on a spitspitspitspit infront of 
the fire.
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On colder days the fire was 
kept going day and night. 
Lizzie would make porridge 
and put it into the oven to 
be kept warm for the 
morning. 

Sometimes she heated it up in 
a cauldron like this that hung 
from a hook over the fire and 
was kept simmering away.
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When grandpa Derrick was a 
bit older he was allowed to 
make toast infront of the fire 
like the little boy in this picture.

He had a special toasting forktoasting forktoasting forktoasting fork
with a long handle. The prongs 
of the fork were stuck into the 
bread and the bread was held

infront of the flames until it started to go brown and 
became toast. When it was cold outside, making 
toast was one of grandpa Derrick’s favourite jobs!
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