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Derrick with his mum when he was just 3 years old.

Harry and 
Lizzie, Derrick’s 
mum and dad 

when they were 
50 years old.
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This picture shows you what a grocers shop was 
like when Lizzie and Harry were little children. 
Shops were still like that when grandpa Derrick 
was a little boy but ladies didn’t wear long 
dresses anymore like the lady in this picture .
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Things like sugar and 
rice were usually 
measured out from 
large sacks and then 
weighed.

Now, when we buy 
sugar or rice from 
the shop or 
supermarket we buy 
them in packets. 
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Butter, margarine  and 
cheese were delivered to 
the grocers shops in big 
blocks. The blocks had 
to be cut into pieces and 
weighed for each 
customer.Now butter and 

margarine are 
delivered to the shops 
and sold, already 
made up into packets 
or in tubs.
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In those days everybody 
was served over the shop 
counter.
Now we can buy bacon 
already cut and sealed in 
plastic to keep it fresh 
and people can help 
themselves from fridges.

In the olden days the shop 
assistant cut slices of 
bacon for you, like a 
butcher does today.
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In those days milk was 
served from large churns and 
measured into the customer’s 
jug. It was often delivered by 
horse and cart.

Now we can buy 
it in bottles or 
cartons.
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Can you see 
a sack of 
sugar and a 
sack of 
rice?

Nowadays sugar is never sold loose from sacks but in the 
olden days when grandpa Derrick was little, people asked 
the shop assistant for a pound of sugar and the assistant 
would put some sugar into a paper bag and weigh it to 
make sure it was the right amount. 
Shopping took much longer in those days and there was 
always a chair for customers to sit on while they waited 
for their turn.

Sa
mp

le S
lide

What else is 
different 
about this 
shop?

There were no supermarkets in those days and 
customers weren’t allowed to help themselves. Most 
of the things for sale were kept behind the shop 
counter and the shop assistants had to get things for 
you and wrap them in paper for you to carry home. 
There were no plastic carrier bags either!
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Some of the things that 
Lizzie might have 
bought from the shops 
in those days, have 
hardly changed 
at all.

Lots of the foods in packets have the same names now as 
they did then but in those days none of them would have 
have been packed in plastic. Lizzie made very simple 
meals. There were no convenience foods in those days! 
When Lizzie went to the shop most things like biscuits, rice  
and tea were weighed and then measured out into paper 
bags just like the sugar was.
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Here are some adverts Lizzie might have seen in 
magazines in those days. 

Then or now?
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Which of these 
do you think 
Lizzie might have 
bought at the 
grocery shop?

Then 
and 
Now
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Here are some shops 
like the ones Lizzie 
might have visited to 
buy groceries when 
grandpa Derrick was 
a little boy.

bakery

grocers and chemists shop

In those days there 
were no supermarkets 
like we have now!
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This is a photograph 
that shows you what 
it might have looked 
like inside a hardware 
shop when grandpa 
Derrick was a boy.

Can you see a 
carpet beater 
hanging from the 
ceiling?
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This shop window 
belongs to an iron 
monger.
In the window there are 
boxes of gas mantles 
that were used with gas 
lamps.
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What can you see in 
this shop window? You 
will find out about 
these later. Can you 
guess what they are?
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