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Derrick with his mum when he was just 3 years old.

Harry and 
Lizzie, Derrick’s 
mum and dad 

when they were 
50 years old.
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Floors and rugs

Black leading the grate and a new gas cooker

Donkey stoning the step

Can you guess what 
these are and what 
Lizzie used them for?

Each one is more than 
60cm long!
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When grandpa Derrick was a little boy there 
were rugs on the floor but not carpets like we 
have now. 

They are carpet beaterscarpet beaterscarpet beaterscarpet beaters.

Lizzie had rag 
rugs on the 
floor like the 
one this lady is 
making.
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Rag rugs were made out of lots of strips of odd 
bits of cloth that were pushed through the holes 
in a piece of canvas and knotted to keep them in 
place.

The back of the rugSa
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Lizzie and Harry 
couldn’t afford to 
buy proper 
carpets. They had 
either something 
called linoleum linoleum linoleum linoleum or 
linolinolinolino on the floor or 
they had quarry 
tiles or even bare, 
dusty wooden 
floor boards 
instead.

Linoleum floor covering

Quarry tiles

Sa
mp

le S
lide

Lizzie and Harry 
didn’t have a 
vacuum cleaner like 
the ones you have at 
home so their rugs 
had to either be 
swept with a  brush

or taken outside, hung over the washing line and 
beaten with a carpet beater to get rid of the dust 
and dirt. 

Beating the rugs was a hard, dusty job.
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Lizzie used to clean the stairs with a dust pan 
and brush. She’d start on the top step and work 
her way down to the bottom.

Lizzie’s dustpan was 
made of metal not 
plastic. It probably 
looked like this. 

The brush she used 
was a wooden one 
with bristles.
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How did Lizzie clean the rest of her floors?

You will have a vacuum cleaner at home but Lizzie 
never had one of these, even when she was an old 
lady.

At first Lizzie used a brush to 
sweep her floors but it took a 
long time and was hard work.Sa
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When grandpa Derrick grew up 
and went out to work Lizzie was 
able to afford to buy a Ewbank Ewbank Ewbank Ewbank 
carpet sweepercarpet sweepercarpet sweepercarpet sweeper like this one. 

Lizzie pushed it along and it 
collected the dust as she pushed it.

Do you think your mummy would 
like this instead of her electric 
vacuum cleaner?

Can you see the quarry tiles on the 
floor?
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The very first Ewbank carpet 
sweeper was made in 1889.

It made cleaning much easier and it 
didn’t scatter dust everywhere like 
sweeping with a brush did.

Can you 
see what 
it was 
made 
of?
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Later Lizzie changed 
her Ewbank carpet 
sweeper for a metal
Bec’s Bissell carpet 
sweeper but it was 
very similar to her 
old sweeper.

The advert is for the 
Bissell carpet sweeper 
which was invented in 
1876.
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Here is a photograph of another 
cleaner that Lizzie could never afford 
to buy. 
How do you think it worked?
Do you think it used electricity?

It didn’t use electricity.
First the handle at the top was pushed 
down. Then it was pulled up again. As 
it was pulled up dust was sucked up 
into the red cylinder.
It was very hard work!
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By the time grandpa 
Derrick was about ten 
years old there were 
vacuum cleaners like 
these in the shops but 
Lizzie couldn’t afford to 
buy one.

They were all very heavy to use.Sa
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Here are some 
more strange 
vacuum cleaners.
Lizzie never owned 
a vacuum cleaner 
even when she 
was an old lady.
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More carpet cleaners and 
vacuum cleaners.
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Can you 
remember that 
when grandpa 
Derrick was a 
little boy Lizzie 
had a range in 
her back room?

What do you 
think this lady is 
doing?
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Every Saturday 
Lizzie would black black black black 
leadleadleadlead her kitchen 
range after the fire 
had been cleaned 
out. 

It stopped the 
range from going 
rusty and made it 
shine.Sa
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Here is a picture 
of another kitchen 
range.

Can you 
remember all the 
things Lizzie used 
her kitchen range 
for?Sa
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In those days grandpa Derrick’s family and their 
neighbours didn’t have much money. 

It was a long time before Lizzie could afford to 
buy a cooker instead of 
having to use her kitchen 
range.

Some families who were 
better off rented a gas gas gas gas 
cookercookercookercooker and it might have 
looked like this one that 
was made before Lizzie before Lizzie before Lizzie before Lizzie 
was bornwas bornwas bornwas born. 

1890
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When grandpa Derrick was 16 
and was earning money at work, 
Lizzie and Harry had their range 
taken away and a fireplacefireplacefireplacefireplace was 
put in the backroom instead.

When Lizzie got rid of her range she needed 
something else to cook on because until then she 
had done all her cooking on the range.

Do you know 
what this was 
used for?
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This is exactly what Lizzie’s 
new gas cookergas cookergas cookergas cooker looked like.

The photograph was taken at 
a museum. This cooker is very 
old. How can you tell it is old?

How is this cooker different to 
the one you have at home?Sa
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Here it is again, standing on the 
quarry tiles in the scullery just 
like Lizzie’s cooker would have 
done.

Can you see the wire shelves 
at the top?

That’s where Lizzie kept her 
cooking pans or warmed up 
the plates before she served 
the meal.
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wire shelves

The grill and grill pan

The little tiny oven

Quarry tiles just like the ones 
grandpa Derrick had at home 
when he was a boy.

Can you remember what kind of 
cooker Lizzie had? 
Was it a gas or an electric 
cooker?
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Now grandpa Derrick is 80 
years old but he can 
remember what happened 
on the day that the new gas 
cooker arrived!

He toasted 14 slices14 slices14 slices14 slices of 
bread, one after the other, 
and ate them all spread 
with beef dripping with salt beef dripping with salt beef dripping with salt beef dripping with salt 
and pepper onand pepper onand pepper onand pepper on!

Can you remember how he used to make toast when 
he was a little boy?

Beef dripping was the fat and juices left 
over after roasting the joint of beef.Sa
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In those days 
everyone cleaned 
their front door step 
with something 
called a donkey donkey donkey donkey 
stonestonestonestone.

Lizzie donkey stoned her front door step every 
Sunday, just like her neighbours.
People don’t bother to do that now! 

Have you ever heard of a donkey stone?
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Donkey stones were made from 
powdered stone mixed with 
cement, water and bleach. The 
mixture was ground up into a 
fine, wet paste and then pressed

down into a mould. While the mixture was still 
wet a little donkey shape was stamped into it. 
That’s why it was called a donkey stone!

When the mixture was dry it was cut into blocks 
and sold in the shops. In those days people were 
very proud of their clean shiny doorsteps.
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