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Pictures can tell us a lot about what things were
like long, long ago.

Introducing Queen Victoria
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Queen Victoria’s Timeline
Coaches & Paddle steamers
Railways

In Queen Victoria’s Time

Information

Part One

The Railway Station by William Frith

Queen Victoria became queen more than
NOW
150 years ago.
1800
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Queen Victoria

1800

1900

She was born in 1819

She died in
1901

2000

She became queen
in 1837 when she
was 18 years old.

de
i
l
le S
p
m
Sa
The pier at Margate was built 150 years ago.
At the end of the pier was a Victorian
entertainment pavilion.

This poster is more
than 150 years old.
It is advertising a
horse drawn service
to the seaside in
1845.
Of course, horses
weren’t as fast as
trains so when the
new railways were
built people started
to travel by train
instead.
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2050

When Victoria was a
young queen trips to
the seaside were
mainly enjoyed by
wealthy people.
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They could afford to travel by
stage-coach but stage-coaches
were slow and roads were very
poor so it took a long time to
travel anywhere.

It was also very uncomfortable.

A painting of
The “Earl of
Essex” paddle
steamer
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An old photograph
of the same
paddle steamer
that carried
passengers until
1880.

Queen Victoria said she was “quite charmed” by
the experience of making her first train journey
and from then on rich people wanted to travel by
train too.
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1869
Queen Victoria
wanted to travel by
train to different parts
of the country so the
railway companies
started to build more
new royal carriages for her like this one built in
1869.

This is an artist’s portrait of
Victoria when she was 24
years old. By then she had
been a queen for six years.

This is an old
picture of a little
girl who grew up
to be a queen.
Her name was
Victoria.
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How can you tell
that this is an old
picture?

This is a self portrait drawn by Queen Victoria.
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The coaches would stop at coaching inns along the
way where the passengers could get warm and
have something to eat while the driver changed
the horses for new ones. It was still a very long,
uncomfortable journey!
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This is a postcard of the pier and paddle steamer the
“Tilbury (2)” at Gravesend in Kent.

This was what the inside
of one of the Royal
carriages looked like.

de
i
l
S
e
l
mp
a
S

When Queen Victoria died in 1901 this was the
Royal train that was used at her funeral.

As roads were so bad the best way to get to
the seaside was to travel by sea along the
coastline.
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Long piers had to
built so that ships
could get to them
at high
tide.

The Victorians enjoyed walking far out to sea
along the piers to enjoy the view.

When Victoria was queen a lot of new railways
were built.
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Queen
Victoria had
her own
private train.
This is a
drawing of
one of its
carriages.

In 1842 Queen Victoria made her first
journey by train in this Royal Carriage.

At first only rich
people could travel
by train but soon
trains began to
stop at every
station and poorer
people could afford
to use them.
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This poster is more
than 150 years
old. What does it
tell you?

Train
passengers
could travel
in first,
second or
third class
carriages.
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First class carriages had comfortable well padded
seats and a roof to protect passengers from the
weather. Do you think this is a first class carriage?

When the first train arrived from Hull
the people clapped and cheered.
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George Hudson, the man who had
been responsible for building the new
railway, made a speech.
He said that, as well as carrying
goods in and out of Bridlington, he
hoped that thousands of people
would travel to Bridlington to enjoy
the sea breezes and improve their
health.

Thanks to the cheap transport provided by the
railways, poorer people from smoky towns and
cities could visit the seaside. More and more
ordinary families started to go on holidays and
day trips to
the seaside
at places like
Blackpool,
Brighton,
Scarborough
and
Bridlington.
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Third class
passengers
had no
seats and
had to hold
on tightly
to a
handrail.
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Men were told to guard their wallets in tunnels
and women were advised to put pins in their
mouths to avoid being kissed by male passengers!

This is a railway poster.
It was printed in 1901,
the year that Queen
Victoria died.
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What does the poster
tell you?

William Powell Frith (1819(1819-1909)
Frith was born in Yorkshire and trained in London. During an unusually long
career, he enjoyed huge success with subjects drawn from literature and large
paintings of modern life, such as Ramsgate Sands, Derby Day and The
Railway Station. Packed with incident, portraits and carefully observed detail,
these were aptly characterised by John Ruskin as Dickensian. Fittingly, Frith
also painted Dickens’ portrait. One of his works achieved the highest price ever
paid for a work by a living artist, and after his death a critic wrote: ‘the artist
will be missed: he was an institution’.

People who lived at that time were
very proud of the new
railways.
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When the new railways were built, everything
changed. Less well off people from industrial cities
could at last afford to go on trips to the seaside.
Seaside towns began to grow into holiday resorts.

Rich people had always
been able to afford to
go on holiday while
poorer people had to
work long hours and
had hardly any time off
from their jobs.
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Slowly things changed.
As people were given
more time off they were
able to think about how
to spend their days off.

On 6th October 1846, more
than 150 years ago, a new
railway line was opened so that
people could travel from the
city of Hull to Bridlington, a
seaside town in Yorkshire.
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There was a big parade
through the streets and
everyone marched behind two
bands to the new railway
station.

Some seaside places were very small before the railways
began to take people to the seaside. Some were so small
they were just another village. Once the railways arrived
these seaside villages began to grow and joined up with
surrounding villages to make big holiday resorts.
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Can you guess why that happened?

Because of the new railways and
cheaper fares many more people
could visit the seaside, not just those
with horse-drawn carriages.
Not everyone liked the new holiday
makers. They said that they made
their town too noisy and crowded!

Objective: Children will learn to use paintings, postcards and photographs as
primary sources of evidence to find out about the past. Children will be able to
identify and describe characteristic features of life in seaside towns in the 19th
century.
Children will be able to recognise and describe similarities and differences
between life at the seaside in 19th century and seasides today.
NC KS2 POS History:
Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 2a,
2b, 2c, 2d Historical interpretation
Historical enquiry 4a, 4b
Organisation and communication 5a, 5b, 5c
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