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Queen Victoria was18 years years old when she 

became queen and she was queen for 64 years!
When Queen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen Victoria died her eldest son became 

King Edward VIIKing Edward VIIKing Edward VIIKing Edward VII.

Edward was 59 when he became king and 
he died 9 years later.

When King Edward 
died, his son George 
became King George VKing George VKing George VKing George V. 
George V was Queen Queen Queen Queen 
ElizabethElizabethElizabethElizabeth IIIIIIII’s 
grandfather.

King Edward VII

King George V Queen Elizabeth II
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Going to the seaside 
has changed a lot 
since those times but 
howhowhowhow has it changed?

How did people enjoy 
the seaside in their 
time?

People who lived when Queen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen Victoria was alive 
were called VictoriansVictoriansVictoriansVictorians. When she died and her son 
EdwardEdwardEdwardEdward became king, people were called 
EdwardiansEdwardiansEdwardiansEdwardians.

Bridlington, 
then or 
now?
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Paintings can tell 
us about what 
the seaside was 
like in the past.

This is a painting 
of Newquay by 
Charles Conder 
in 1906. 

It shows an Edwardian seaside with ladies hitching 
up their skirts and petticoats to paddle in the sea 
while others walk along the promenade.
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Here is a postcard 
from an English 
seaside town.
Do you think it is a 
very old postcard or 
a newer postcard?

What about this hand 
painted postcard?

Is it old or new? 
How can you tell?
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This old photograph was taken one hundred years ago at 
Deal in Kent. There are holiday makers walking along the 
promenade and fishing boats pulled up onto the beach.
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Old pictures and postcards can tell us a lot about 
what the seaside was like 100 years ago.

They can tell us 
about the 
people who 
went to the 
seaside.

What kind of things can they tell us?
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Lots of people enjoyed their days out at the seaside.
Old photographs can tell us about what people 
wore.

This crowd 
are watching 
a minstrel 
show. You 
can see 
deckchairs on 
the beach…….

but the people haven’t dressed for a day at the 
beach like we would do now.
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Here are some 
photographs taken 
100 years ago in 
Scarborough.

Can you guess what is 
happening in these 
photographs?

What are the horses 
being used for?
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The horses were pulling bathing huts 
down into the sea.

Bathing huts looked like garden sheds 
on wheels!

They were also called bathing 
machines.

They were used to hide bathers from public view. 
The bather got changed into bathing clothes inside 
the hut and then it was pulled by a horse into the 
sea. When the floor of the machine was level with 
the water the bather came out and got into the 
sea.
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When the bather had paid 
6d (two and a half pence) 
and swum for a good 40 
minutes, he or she would 
swim back to the bathing 
machine and get dressed. 
Then they would put a 
colourful flag through a hole 
in the roof to tell the owner 
they had finished and were 
ready for the bathing 
machine to be hauled back 
onto the beach.

old 
Victorian 
pennies
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In Victorian times people 
thought it was wrong to 
show too much of their 
bodies. They covered up 
from head to toe with 
big bathing costumes.

The changing huts were 
wheeled out to sea so 
that people could drop 
down into the water 
without being seen in 
their bathing suit!
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A drawing of 
Victorian 
ladies and 
children in 
their bathing 
costumes! 
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In Edwardian times things 
began to change and ladies 
could be seen sitting or even 
walking on the beach in their 
bathing costumes.

Victorian people were very modest. They stayed fully 
clothed at the seaside. Some beaches were even 
divided up so that men went to one beach and 
women went to another. 
Naughty young men peered through their telescopes 
at ladies going into the sea from their bathing 
machines!
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These bathing 
suits are 100 
years old.

They were made of a woollen 
material and ladies wore a 
short dress over some bloomers.
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These are “saucy”“saucy”“saucy”“saucy” postcards 
that were printed 100 years 
ago for people to buy and 
post to their friends.

Saucy means a little bit rude!
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More saucy 
postcards that 
show you what 
bathing suits 
were like 100 
years ago.

Sam
ple

 Sli
de

These children 
are playing 
on the beach. 

Behind them 
you can see 
bathing huts.
Can you 
remember 
how these 
were used? 
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Do you think these are old or new photographs?

What has 
changed?
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Photography was invented just over 150 years ago. Some wealthy 
Edwardians owned cameras but most people only had their 
photographs taken four or five times in their life time. Usually
their photographs were taken by a photographer in a studio like 
these photos of Edwardian children in their Sunday best clothes.

Here are some photographs of Edwardian children.

What did those 
Edwardian 
children who 
were lucky 
enough to visit 
the seaside do 
there?Sam
ple
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Children enjoyed donkey rides 
just as they do now.

This postcard 
shows children 
riding the 
donkeys on 
Bridlington 
beach 100 
years ago.
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In this photograph children are buying ice cream 
at the ice cream stall while others are riding on 
the seaside donkeys.
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People liked paddling in the sea…...

and sitting on the beach……

making sandcastles.
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There were stalls on the sand …….

an ice cream stall 
on the beach …..….

and donkey rides. Just like now!
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There were singers and musicians to listen to at 
the Floral Pavilion in Bridlington 100 years ago.

Now the 
Floral 
Pavilion 
has been 
turned into 
Jerome’s 
café and 
restaurant.
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Pierrot groups could be seen at the seaside. 
Each group had its own pitch and they 
performed on a portable wooden stage, usually 
on or near the beach. 

The audience sat 
in deck chairs 
and were asked 
to pay to watch 
the pierrots
dancing and 
singing.

Pierrots wore white costumes with black pompoms.
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Puppets shows, 
such as Punch and 
Judy were very 
popular at the 
seaside. 
The booths looked 
like tiny theatres 
and were put up 
on the beach so 
that crowds could 
gather to watch 
the fun. 
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Punch and Judy 
with their baby.

Punch and Judy 
were always 
falling out with 
each other!

Now
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This postcard shows how people enjoyed their 
day at the Pleasure Grounds, Blackpool in 1900.
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People enjoyed Blackpool Tower 100 years ago 
just as they do now!
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This photograph shows the Big Wheel at Blackpool 
100 years ago.
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This postcard shows us what it was like at 
Southport 100 years ago. There is a helter skelter, 
a water chute and a flying machine for holiday 
makers to have fun on.
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And a Victorian Carousel very like the ones we 
see in fair grounds now.
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This is a photograph of a tram that travelled up and 
down the seafront in Ramsgate 100 years ago.
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Geography -Unit 4: Going to the seaside 

Section 4: What was the seaside like in the past?

Objectives Children should learn:

•to identify features of the seaside in the past 

•to make comparisons with the seaside today

Activities 
•Using photographs, prints or paintings of the seaside in the past, talk with the 

children about life there then using headings such as clothes, transport, the beach, 

children, the place. 

•Ask the children to make a wall frieze to show life at the seaside now and in the 

past, or design a holiday poster for the seaside in earlier times, using the 

knowledge gained so far. 

•Ask the children to write a short report or a poem about a day at the seaside now 

and then. 

Outcomes – Children:

•detect differences in the seaside between then and now, using a range of 

resources 
•write a short report or a poem about a day at the seaside now and in the past 

www.ks1resources.co.uk


